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the Worſhipful 


ROBERT STAFFORD 


of Bradfeild inthe County 
of Berks, Eſq. 


O keep. a mean a4 it hath alwajes 

been very difficult, I know not 1n 
' what it 1s more accounted fo, then 

in that of writing a Panegyrick. 

A Reflection which I queſtion not, 
Sir, but you have heard me make, ſince 1 firſt 
had the honour of your Converſation, Not-that 
1 ans of that ſevere or moroſe humenr of which 
ſome men are guilty, who think every thing dull 
or nonſence which 3x ſo ſpoke of one, as that it 
may with as mach juſtice be applied to another, 
Of the reaſons which made me firſt imagine thrs 
way of mriting [o difficult one was, becauſe T 
never ſaw above two (in my judgment) good : 
the one that of Pliny to the Emperour , the 


other that of Our comparable Poer Laureas 2 I 
: Wa 


to the Nuke of New Caltle, Theſe have been 


the only men as yet, of whom we might not with _ 


p Tully, ſay, (pardon _ pedantry,) his Lauda» 
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tionibus hiſtoria rerum noſtrarum facta eſt 
mendocior. The other reaſon was that F evey 
judg'd tt as great an abuſe to as Ingemnons 
Perſon, to It Ay more of him then he deſerves, ad 
4. would be to our ſelves to.ſay leſs, - However, 
Sir, in writing to you, 1 am ſure to avoid one* 
extream, ſincaall my endeavors muſt weeds 
fall ſhort of delineativg thoſe Virtues, which a 
Dryden only can deſcribe,and I admire, *Tis, 
ouly!for ſuch a Heroe in witt to expreſs what L 
have only a faint Idea of, and you would haus 
& juſt reaſon to be angry with me , if I ſhould. 
atrempt it ;. as Alexander had with thoſe bold. 
men, who durſt preſume to draw his PiQure, 
while the 5kellful Apelles was yet living, Had 
1 ſooner been acquainted with you, (ſo much 1 
fird ihe improument of one year, ) I might then 
poſſibly ere this been able to perform 1t not t61= 
worthy ſo much goodneſs , and from your ſelf- 
learn'd truly to expreſs you : for if @s moſt ſay 
Converſation teacheth as mnch as Books; 1- 
may (ina different ſence then what « uſ{aal,) 
juſtly call you a living Library, But I owt 
7y miſhap to Fortune whom you. held ſo long 
our Debtor;/till Providence as if it mnſtruſtea 
the ill Diſpenſation of ſs fair an Ettate , ve- 
199d ſo many Heirs to give it to your ma- 
nagement , and diſpoſal. Nor indeed has it 
been decerv'd mit's Choice, Yow Chatity ber 
| rg. 


Dedicator; 
ing. univerſal , and not only confin'd to Un 
Lordſhip. The poor of which (brieg ffr40. : 
fon of the largeneſs, wery numerone) in your 


abſence, expeit your return with more Faith . 


then the Iſraelites dm. their: Manna , ' and are 
& certainly reliew'd by you, They call your 
coming (be it at what time of the year it will ) 
a eood time, and find little comfort in 4 
Chrifimaſs, or Eaſters contribution, if you aro 
zot there to ſhew at once an example of Charity 
and Magmificence, of which there are not only 
lioing Monuments: The rebeautify' a Church of 
Bradfeitd, with thaſe neceſſary and decent Ore - 
naments given to it of your bounty, Ubraids 
our Puritamcal Age with vs wreverente, and 
rell it we have yet ſome true Sons of the Church - 
left , who think, God onght not be ſerv'd more 
[lowenly then the meaneſt Prince , and that De- 
cency 2 10 Lett to Devotion, But "tis not 
only your Charity we admire ; how free are. 
you from all thoſe Debauches, which «ſally ac- 
Company 4 plenniful Eftate , which to bnume- 
rate would be thought too Satyrical, You Sir, 
as if Nobility only couſified in Virtue ( atthengh 
I know net avy that can fhew a larger ſeries of . 
Noble Ancettors then your ſelf, ) arc as well 
known by your Virtnes as your Manmurs, and 
feems j\wholy to employ your Ellate , in Cor- 
retting theſe vices, others of your, Quali-. 
» ty 
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ty are guilty if. 1 conld willingly expariate of 


fo pleaſant a Subjet, did 1 not fear 1 ſhould 


ſeem to nndertake thadraſh tack, 1 but juſt 
now profeſs'd ſo much above me, I will now, 
Sit, give you an account why I chooſe this Sub= 
Jett of all others,to preſent to you a4 a TeHt1mony 
of the reſentments I have of all thoſe endear- 
&/g Obligations yow have been pleaſed to 
Confer wpoy me, It bas been ſeriouſly wiſhed 
by all your Friends, (among which you have 
been pleaſed ro allow me a Title) that you 
would ſpeedily ſettle your affeftions on ſome 
Lady which might deſerve your Love, (and 
really, Sir, you are to injurious to that fair 
Sex, rf you imagine there are not any whici 
can deſerveit; 1 could nat therefore think, of - 
a fitter expedient then this, to bring you mto a 
good Opinion of thoſe Cyratures, which you 
never ſeem'd to favour , without ſhewing any 
great averſion for they, Here Sir, xs a Lady 


preſented to you, whom not to Love ; would not 


only be «1gnoble bat 1mpion, and 1 doubt not (if 
you ſhall do me the honour ta peruſe this life, ) 
but that the noble Aones will revenge all theſe 
{41> Females;whoſe charms you have hitherto ſ 
Rontlie refiſied; I do net Rreby intend to 
wake the Chaſth Saint a Bawa to any 1mpure 
Love, (for althexgh 13 he» hife time (he pro- 


* feſs 4 Pirginity , yet ſhe never queſtiou'd the 
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lawfullniſs of the Marriage Bed,) but only to 
animate you to the ſearch of ſome Heroine, who 
-hath all thoſe Virtues 706 ſee that Sex ts capable 
of : which (if our age be not too barren) that you 
may ſoon find is the Prater of, 


Ved) Ai. De. 


Sir, 


' Your moſt obedient Servant 
_ tocommand, 


L. SHERLING. 
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LIFE of the Bleſſed 


SAGNES 
UVIRGINandMARTTR, 
In Proſe and Verſe, 7 


HE Holy Catholick Church 

of our Blefſed Lord and Savis, 

our, had now allmoſt defeated. 

the Rage of it's Perſecutors , for the. 
ſpace of nigh 300 years, and Gentil- 
iſm was now. advanc'd-to ti's laſt ef- 
forts ofmalice and cruelty , whenour 
bleſſed Martyr Saint Agnes was dif- 
Clos'd to the world, in the Reign of 
A Droclefiat 
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Diocleſian and Maximian, or if you 
pleaſe ro obleige them with rhoſe 
codly Titles of their own coining , 
Fovius and Herculens, You might 
juſtly wonder thar ſo ſweer a Jewel 
was plac'd in fo troubleſome a Ge- 
neration, did not adverſity glve-a 
new luſtre to all rhar is worthy and 
excellent. Thoſe petry twinckling 
eles of night, that ſo beautifally a- 
dorn the face of Heaven , when ſur- 
rounded by obſcurity , cannor ſo 
_ niuch as be ſeen, when the Sun ap- 
Proaches, and if you take away the 
Jet from the ſparkling Diamond, you 
will rob .it of the greateſt part of 
choſeglories, that you ſee ir adorn'd 
withall. So Holy a Virgin , ſo wn- 
daunted a Martyr, fo'Chaſt a Lady, 
in a word, ſo good a Chriſtian, could 
and the Shock of Ten 'Thouſand 
Divcleftans, and being ſupported by 
the Grace of her deareſt Saviour,could* 
{HH preſerve her faich and honour, 
gnd remain as good a Virgin , as@ 
-—_ Chriſtian, 


Chriſtian, mauere all the vain aſſaults 
of luſt and cruelty, Her very Ene- _ 
mies, though unwillingly, extreamly -* 
oblig'd her, and their very oppoſi- 
tion, furniſh'd her with matter for a 
Triumph. 


St. Janes was Born ar Rome, of 
a Noble Family , though the Names 
of her Parents 1 cannot pofhbly ac- 
quaint you with,nor preciſely in whar 


year of our Lord it was, St. Ambroſe 


and all that have oblig'd the world 
with the Hiſtory of our bleſſed Mar- 
tyr, being herein unanimouſly ſilent, 
nor ought our curioſity to engage us. 
in an unneceſſary ſearch of things -of 
ſuch indifference , and that when 
kown cannor yeild us any conſidera- 
ble advantages. The Nile enrich'd the 
Fayptians never the leſs becauſe his 
head was undiſcovered, And the Life 
of the holy 4gnes may fir us to as 
Sreata piety, as if we knew her-Pa- 
rents moſt exactly, How ſhe ſpeng 

Toy AX her 
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her Youth, her Pious Life, and moſt 
Chriſtian Death, may give us reaſon 
ro conjecture, though all the. Au-. 
thours I could meet with, have not 
ſpoke a word of it in particular; and 
 fince I darenot aſſume the liberty of 
foiſting any in thing that the authort- 
ty of St. Ambroſe &c. would nor juſti- 
fie, I ſhall paſs it over, and advance 
to the more important parts of her 
Life, where we ſhall make a full dif- 
covery of all thoſe Beauties, Charms, 
and Graces that a Crucinted Saviour 
can preſent us with , in compariſon 
of which all our worldly pleaſures 
muſt looſe their reliſh, and a Hea- 
yenly Spoule be preferr'd to all our 
earthly  enjoyments. But 'tis very 
certain that our holy Martyr, when 
ſhe was very Young, had dedicated 
her Virginity to her ſweet Redeemer, 
and madea formal Vow of perpetual 
_ Chaſtitie, which may clearly be diſ- 
covered by the ſequal of this diſ- 
courle, and therefore it would be very 
134 To impetti« 
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imperrtinent to inſiſt long upon it. 

* Pious Lady, Thou atthoſe years 
hadfſt fix'd thy thoughts. on Heaven, 
and waſt engag'd in the contemplati- 
on of the Holy Jeſus, which we com- 
monly ſpend in gratifying our corrupt 
Aﬀedctions, thou did'ſt anticipare thy 
years, and withoar an abſurdity, I 
may juſtlie ay, thou waſt old even 
in thy childhood , and had'ſt the pru- 
dence and all that was to beeſteem'd 
of that age , without any of it's incon- 
veniencies. Who dare ſay ſhe was 
Young and GChildiſh, that was allready 
ripefor Heaven, and had finiſh'd her 
glorious courſe of Chriſtianity. She 
was now abour Thirteen years of age; . 
when all the temprarions imaginable. 
conſpired to Divorce her from her 
Saviour. Love (that potent Pafiton, 
that hath occaſion'd ſo diſmal effects 
in the world, that by a ſweet infinu- 
ation betrays us to our ruine , and 
pleaſes into our deſtruction) was the 
firſt obſtacle that was oppoled fk 
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fight to Heaven, and that endeavon- 


red to retard her purſuitofa bleſſed 
Eternity ; which was thus, 


As ſhe was returning home from 
School, a Young Gentleman, the Son 
of one Symphronius, at that time Go- 
verour of the Citie, young and hand- 
ſome,and Maſter of all thoſe excellen- 
cies thar render one of his years ac- 


 compliſh'd, and that might have en- 


{laved any Soul but St. Agnes's,unfor- 
runately chanc'd to ſee her : He ſaw 
her,he admir'd her, he lov'd her, allin 
an inſtant: That crowd of Beauties 


that Heaven had endow'd her with, 


to render her fair body a worthy ha- 
bitation of it's fairer inhabirant, were 
not long in producing their effe&t. 
Ladies leſs conſiderable could nor 
have done thatin an Age, that her 
fair cies effected in a moment. The 
Sun illuſtrates all the Horizon ar 
once, and thar AﬀeGion our Gals 
lanr had for Saint Agnes, atit's firſt 
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Creation ( 1can juſtly-rerih it no 0- 
ther, that wasa motion fo. inſtanta» 


neous) Was not any longer capable 
of degrees. In fine, he loved her, 


"Mm he dored on her, be preferr'd her ro 
2n halfhis Heathen Deities, and in her 
>- | fruition he placed his only feliciry. 
d- He had not now opportunity eirher 
1- ro ſpake ro her, or enquire of what 
Cn Familie ſhe was, And indeed, had all 
I= the opportuniries in Nature courted 
N= him at rhat rime, he could ſcarce have 
" made any benefit of them, being ſur- . 
n | priſedwith the greateſt aſtoniſhment 
Ss that can be imagined. THEY 


However 2frer ſome time having 


- made enquirie who the was (a Star 
& of ſo great magnitude could nor pof- 
"SD fiblie long be hid) he underſtood ſhe 
«> was of a Noble Familie, and born 
« -| in thar Citie, and what ever elſe he 


& learned of her, from his intelligence, 
gave him all rhe ſarisfa@ion rhar his 
. Soul was capable of receiving. -She's 

| | Noblie 


ne c 20 = 6 
- Ir Rte + 2 
E: EE 6 wg - 
, "3 , 
% Ie 
& &% , 7 
n Y 1e Orn 


va 


a CHE, 5s ”w i” Woe my 
- x ns wy — 
a 6 * ” yoo Bs Ras ISS» 
” "_ 4'- ER 1 + ACID - « 4 n p' ww FC "08 _ - « - - a 
__ "WE" 422 {a I ed om 
| LU$-tS Bt © Eee + Wis. A OG. CALI. 5 Boi vs <- tas es oy THY 
s LEY Lad 


4» - 
F ad 5 wat —_— 4 " 2 YA > L 


_C *C; ”7 
\ mY j 


F*; 


, aid he, clapping his 
hand on his breaſt, after a profound 


' Reverie, and now Imay juſtlie Courr 


her Aﬀed&ionss I may own my Love 
without diſhonour, -and my Father, 
my indulgenc Father, will never op- 
poſe himſelf ro my Inrentions. Bur 
Villain (continued he :with a grear 
deal of vehemence) how was it poſ- 
ſible ſhe ſhould be otherwiſe, or how 
could one imagine that the bountiful. 
Gods, would throw away ſo many 
perfe&ions on an ignoble Perſon. 
No , whar ever her Familie was, or 
could be , ſhe would ſufficiently en- 
noble it, and transfund an excellence 
into all about her, ſhe muſt neceſſa- 
rily either find her Kindred Noble, 
or make them ſo. The moſt pitiful 
Rock in the Ocean can borrow luſtre 
from it's bright Native, the Pearl 
that grows upon it, and the moſt 
craggy Shelves can gain worth and 


eſteem from their Diamonds, their 


Illuſtrious Inb.birants, Well ''cis ſo, 
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oft. Fate is. 


and I have nothing to conquer, bur 


the heart of that':Fair one ;, to: com- 
pleat> my happineſs, - Whereupon 


our: young Inamorato,: ſpur'd bn by 
his Paſſion, and -arm'd with Confi- 
dence, that his:Fathers power inthe 
Citti® at that rime, -mighr extreamly 
advance his delign ,- he is refolv'd to 
addreſs himſelfro the fair Aenes, and 
havine ſignified the defire he. had to 
wait upon her, with all the reſpedts 
in the world, and humbly begged 
her permiſſion, at laſt he acquainted 
her with his Paſſion in the moſt moy- 
ing words that could be uſed in that 
conjundure; and when he hadſaid 
what he would, and expected her 
Anſwer ; what hopes and fears was 


| he thenengaged in# Bur his cies with 


their dumb Rhethorick ſtill- purſu'd 
his Peririon. | 

The poor Lady, ſurpriſed at this fo 
diſplealing a propoſal, ſtood in the 
greateſt amazement that ever ſoul 
was troubled wich,and if I ſhould tell 
you 
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you it was not unlike that. aſtoniſh- 
ment which a poor Traveller reſcuts, 
when at midaight he ſees his fellow 
thunder-ſtrook juſt by his ſide, I 
ſhould make you but a faint reſem- 
blanceof it. Butafter ſome few mi- 
nures recolle&ting her ſcattered Spi- 
rits,and looking upon him with an eye 
that at once pitied and condemned his 
paſhon, ſhe thus anſwer'd him. 


Remove (noble Sir) that Aﬀecti- 
on , that will be equally troubleſome 
to both of us. | I cannot imagine how 
this Miſerable Face ſhould gain me 
that eſteem, you are pleas'd ro ob- 
leigeme with and I think more Cha- 
ritably of all Men, then ro think any 
one can be ſo much miſtaken, and 
have forfeited their Reaſon and Judg- 
ment aSto Love her, who may juſtly 
be conrem'd of all rhe World, and 
there to Place an Obligation, where 
it would be counted an injurie, In 
a word for that very Love's ſake, _ 
EO. ay 
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ſay you have for me, forgo'it utterly, 
baniſh ir, and with it all the train 
of Jealouſies, Fears, Hopes, and o+» 
ther Diſtracticns , that will undoubtr- 
edly purſue ir, This, Sir, is the means 
toobleige me, and this is the greateſt 
Teſtimony, L can demand of your Af- 
tedtion. 

Ah! Madam, reply'd our Gallant, 
how unjuſt you are in this demand ? 
Should Love deſtroy itſelf, to ſhow 
it's ſincerity ? Andis there no other 
way to manifeſt rhe truth of ir , but 
by thoſe Ads of indifference you 
mention ? Stay Madam, for Heavens 
ſake, that He was vehement- 
ly continuing his diſcourſe , when the 


| Lady interrupted him. No Sir, (ſaid 


ſhe) 'tismy final reſolution , ſuſpend 
yaur ardour, orif you will continue 
your Aﬀection , which I cannor re- 
compence; expect no murual return 
from her, that avows to you and all 
the world , ſhe is already difpos'd of, 


my Soul's roo free and open to make 
ufe 


GS The Lifeof 


uſe of Artifice , and draw you on in- 
to a Paſſion, thatit is poſſible may 
ruinyou; andl too much eſteem thar 
Obligation you have laid upon me, to 
" think you a fit Perſon to be ſo de- 
ceivd., Be afſur'd then , that my 
Soul is prepoſleſs'd, and being enga- 
ged elſewhere cannor comply with 
your deſires ; you ' are Honorable I 
muſt avow it, and Rich, and your 
Perſon is really Amiable, but ſince my 
Faith isalready ty'd elſe where, theſe 
accompliſhments and advantages, will 
prove ineffectual to ſhock my fidelity. 
Giveover then in time and ler your 
Duty comply with your Intereſts. 
No Madam (cry'd out the Lover) 
I muſt ſtill Love; while you are ſtill 
amiable ; Blame not the exceſs of my 
Paſſion, while you are Lovely ro Ad- 
miration. You may forbid me to hope 
for a ſuitable return, but know that 
deſpair it ſelf cannor make me ceaſe to 
love andadore you,and though others 
are the moſt happy, I may berhe moſt 
faithful of your Servants. He 


He was Retreating, having ſaid 
thus, witha moſt profound relpe@, 
2ut in the moſt diſconſolate conditi- 
on thar ever poor Lover was in, when 
Sr. Aenes pitying his misfortunes , 
wherein ſhe found her ſelf roo deeply 
concern'd, pul'd him back and ſweet« 
ning all hat Rigour ſhe had put on 
not long before 3 Stay dear Sir, ſaid 
ſhe, And pardon me that ſeeming 
cruelty , which you think me guilty 
of, my Soul is as capable of reſenring, 
your favours as you your ſelf could 
wiſh. I eſteem you, Sir; and will 
love you too, bur as a Siſter. Content 
your ſelf with all I can render you. 
Leave your Love, for God's fake, or 
place it on ſome more worthy Ob- 
ze&, my choice cannor , muſt not be 
alrer'd; He muſt have my whole Af 
feQion that's only worthy of ity He | 
muſt indeed, Sir, and you muit:no- 
longer pretend to her, that will ac- 
knowledg no other Lordand Maſter, 
bur him that Heaven hath already aſ- 
ſing'd her. | 'Wha 
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free gifr, and thy gracious Redemp- 
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Who ever that happy perſon be, 
reply'd our AmoriF , let him not think 
that I wiil ramely endnre his happy=- 
neſs. No, Madam, your Love cannor 
protect him, Since he hath the hap- 

iineſs ro be belov'd of the fair 4ewes, 
he ſhall alſo have the honour todie 
for her. 

He ſpoke this with the greateſt fu- 
ry he could, and without taking rhe 
leaſt leave away heflung, rowling 
in his Breaſt revenge on his unknown 
Rival. Whiifſt our holy Votary in vain 
recalling him , after ſhe had beſtow'd 
2 Shower of Tears on his Misfortunes, 
which though unwillingly,ſhe was the 
unhappy cauſe of, ſbe went into her 
Cloſet, ſeating her ſelf in a poſture 
fit for her Devotion, 

Sweet Jeſ#, cry'd the, thou arr 
my dear Maſter, to thee have I dedi- 
cated my Life and Honour ; Accept 
of this poor Sacrifice, which is my 
reaſonable ſervice. Preſerve what my 


tion. 


"> ; " 
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” : | of 


> t10n hath made thine , and let nor the 
k | Devil withal his gaudy Temprations, 
- | wall me from thy ſacred ProteRion. 
t | No,dear Saviour, he ſhall not by thy 
- | 2elp; Iaminthy hands, and all the. 
,, | fury; therage, as well as ſubtlety of 
e Men and Divels, ſhall never remove 
11e from ſo agreeable a refuge. My 
Virginity is now no longer my own, 
ceep me chaſte , and inviolate, and 
render me a fir Veſtal for thy ſervice, 
hould 1 having ty'd my ſelf ro my ob- 
leiging Saviour, deſert him for a frail 
peice of mortality ? And having taſt- 
2d thoſe preparations of Eternal Bliſs 
1nd Glory , run after rhofe dull and 
inſignificant contentments that ſo a- 
buſe the world with their pleaſing 
:ppearances ?'No gracious Lord, Ile 
:CCept of no Spouſe bur thee, and how: 
unworthy fo ever of thy Love and 
Favour., my fins have render'd me,, 
[ willin. my Chaſtity Imitate thy Ho: 
ly:Mother. And though 1 cannot; be 
3c once a Virgin and a Mother ,. pure 


and 
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and Fruitful at rhe ' ſame Inſtance} 
which is the bleſſed Lady's Prero- 
oative, I will be a Wifeand Virgin 
and with thy holy conſent too, nay 
and by thy command , preſerve my 
Virginity even after my Eſpouſals. 
Yes,blefſed Fe/z,l will by thy help and 
favour, nor ſhall either Love or Pity 
perſwade me to any thing, that may 
offend my love to thee or my Duty. 
Having faid either this or ſome- 
thing like it, ſhe roſe extreamly ſatis. 
fiid, and the holy Spirit furniſh'd her 
with all thoſe graces that wereneceſ- 
fary for her in that conjuncure, which 
cently gliding through her Soul, ra« 
vi her with all rhe delights thar 
Saims were ever bleſt withalo - 
And then after ſomtime having 
aid her Devotion to Heaven , ſhe 
refleted on' what the Young Gentle- 
man had ſaid to her. Fond Man, ſaid 
ſhe , how do thy Love 'and' Anger 
delude thee, to what folly alas do 


they betray thee ; Thy Rival fears 
| | not 
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not what ” any can do againſt 
him , he will keep himſelf and me 
too, (if ir be his he holy ages from 
choſe diſmal effefts of thy fury that 
thou ſo vainly threaten'ſt. Do whar 
thy Rage ſhall diate to thee , andat 
laſt learn to acknowledg, thar I had 
infinite reaſon to contemn thee , and- 
dote upon ſo Gracious, ſo Almighty 
a Redeemer. You may very well 
imagine with what Vehemence the 
Lady utter'd theſe words, and what 
ſorrows ſhe then was perplex d with, 
both in pitying the Young Lover , 
ſince ſhe had bin the innocent cauſe 
of his mirfortunes , and in deploring 
her own unhappineſs; Sz and you may: 

(if you pleaſe) hear her thus expreſs- - 
ho her reſearments. | 
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T Yranich ties ; : for ſo je ftill will be, 

C ruel Altks t others, and to me, 

That mith @ guilty glance can florm a Heart, 

And th eath yay convey a Cupid's Dart ; 

Ceaſe thaſe your wild excurſions, and no move 
Procurt Adprers , u you did before,” ' 

No, to ſome higher happixeſs advance p 

Then” fs to be the Center bf a Glance, 

Lye um your Lids fond Lights, poor wandring Stars, 
That make the Heathens twice / dolmers., ... 

No, " look ont, but dee not then deſcry N 

Baſe werldly cheats that gandy miſery 

Deſert theſe: meaner ſights, and higher four, 

Where Lowe, this fatal Love, ſhall be no mart, 
Here's noble work, to do, that may ſuffice w 

The proud Ambition of the proudeFt ees, 

Turn Heavenly Captrves, in thoſe Fetters lye, 
Kiſving thoſe Chains they're th' only Liberty. 

To Heaven, to Heaven advance your glimring ſight, 


Yonur Light” refand unto the Sourſe of light, . 
H ow 


F = L WU. , Fs 4 Fa $7 4 bs PONY Ip - 1p.” LE br - LOS I 1 WHOS" « RT” 
> <y « « £ ” : v5.4 + ”* '! < - ne 
Fa > R UW Fa oy 
»o 4 ',. 4 
+ if 4 
AYE - 


»_> * WI 
' New all your Charmes collet, your temping graces | 
And Court his Favonr, that allelſe ſurpaſſes 
Not with a wanton plance or melting oje, 
O ! theſe are not the Chriſtians Armory. 
f '7is not with ſuch Artillery #8 this 

We pleaſe th Almighty, mben we force our bliſs, 
Bring here a Still of Tears, a broken Groan, 

With Sighs, and Vows,and Lamentation. 

While others are advans'd to Heav'n by Fire, 

Whoſe fervent Zeal did upward ſtill aſpire, 

I'le weep 4 Flood, aud in that Flood [le be 
Trayſported to 4 bleſt Eternity. 

And in a broken Sigh, 'le waft a Prater 

'T will ue're miſcary, fghs true Bearers ave, . 

Here Lawentations will nat frmileſs be, 

While 1 deplore 1 baviſh miſery. 

Thus ſhall my Saul to thee, dear Lord, aſpire 
Fervent in tears: Tears make the Flames the bigheri 
On Dnſt and Aſhes caft an eye below, 

They're now notwerthy, thowcanſt make 'em ſo, 
What tart hy bleod [ſweet Lord, and merits do ? C 


ars, 


G He'who for me tiry 'd Man,qnd ſuffe r'd tos, 


ha after that, miller uſe to do, ed 
2 ; ps | Whit'k 
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V Hilſt the bleſsed Saint does 
rhus entertain her Pious Soul, 
let us ſee how our paſſionate Gertle- 
-1an ſpends his hours , whoſe every 
minure ſeems an Ape, in theabſence 
of his Miſtreſs: He went away poſles'd 
with the greateſt fury that ever Soul 
was in. He ſtamp'd, he Beat his 
Breaſt ; and did whatever a Furious 
Perſon is us'd to doe in ſuch encoun- 
ters 3 He Imprecated his. Heathen 
Deities to aſhſt him in his Revenge, 
He vow 'd the utter ruine of his un- 
known Adverſary , notwithſtanding 
all rhe difficulties he might meer with- 
al ©, and poſting home with all the 
ſpeedihe could make, having lock'd 
himſelf up in' his Chamber, he was 
fomenting the moſt dreadful reſoluti- 
. *ons., - thar ever can be conceived, 
Muſt I then be unhappy, ſaid he, 
and live the maſt unfortunate. Perſon 
: thar ever Breath'd > Muſt/I,draw on 
my lifein all the extreams of miſery 
tO a period no leſs unfortunate 7 
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I do thus, and can't ir be otherwiſe g 
No, it cannot, I muſt live and die a 
Wretch , and do all this, for an un- 
orateful: Woman , and long of. one 
perhaps leſs worthy then my ſelf, He 
ſtop'd here, and the vehemence of his 
reſentments was better expreſs'd by 
this ſilence, then ir would have bin 
by all the words in the World. He 
continu'd not long ſo however, when 
beating his Breaſt he forc'd his 
Tongue in ſome meaſure to unravel 
his rhoughts, Bur fince I cannor en- 
joy her, continued he, and I am 
doom d romy misfortunes, by a per- 
ſon notwithſtanding all her cruelty ; 
ſo dear and agreeable ro me, that even 
Death ir ſelf would not be unwel- 
come when ir proceeded from her: I 
will however have ſome Companion 
in my. unhappineſs , and invoive my 
envied Rival, for all -her. Love and 
Fayour, in; that Calamity, ſhe harh 
damn'd me to. I will do ſo, purſu'd 
ne vehemently , Baſe and Ungrateful 
05 Woman, 
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Woman , in ſpite of 'that ReſpeR I 
have for thee , that troubleſorte 
Love and Reſped that hath berray'd 
me into the worlt condition in the 
Wotld. Bur can I rhus injure him 
(continu'd he,/afrer he had been filent 
for ſome-moments) rhat ſhe is pleas'd 
tobleſs with her particular Aﬀection? 
Yes, I can do more then injure him, 
thar harh depriv'd me of the moſt ſy- 
pream happineſs, my Ambition could 
alpire to. 

I ſhould be extreamly tedious, 
ſhould I trouble the Reader, and my 
ſelf, with an exa& account of all his 
Paſſion made him then utter. I ſhal] 
therefore content my ſelf to acquaint 
him that after a nights reſt (if I can 
properly term that ſa, that was on- 
ly a repetition of his former diſtur- 
bances) he roſe, and laid out to all 
he could learn who this. Favourite of 
his Miſtriſs was 3 Burt with what ſuc- 
ceſs you may eaſily imagine, though 
'tiS poſſible had there beenany and he 
*q Capa- 


St, AGNES. 
capable of diſcovery ,- he might have 
ſety'd-himfelf with rhe* greateſt EM- 
cacy-; fince a Rival in ſuch a caſe, as 
being moſt intereſsd, was moſt like» 
ly to find it our. L287 j\ 

Bar afcer a tedious enquiry ro no 
purpoſe, which though ir infinirely 
diſcourag'd him, as depriving him of 
that Revenge he had already pro- 
mis'd himſelf, ir did nor a lictle en« 
courage him , and gave him ſome - 
hopes, that only out of Deſign, and 
Artifice ſhe had told him ſo, when 
really it was otherwiſe, Having half 
perſwaded himſelf to believe, what 
his hopes ſuggeſted to him, he reaſ- 
ſures himſelf, ventures upon a Se- 
cond Viſit , which conſidering his 
Qualities , could not be well refus'd 
him. TI lhall leave you ro gueſs whar 


Sr. Agnes ſenſe was Of it , ſhe rrem- 
bled, the changed her Colour, bur 
ſtill for the berrer, and her- very a- 
mazement 2nd furpriſal, did very 
much increaſe: her Beaury , and _— 
er 
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derd her more' Lovely, in the cies of 


our Young Amoriſi, that alas was 
but too too Lovely to him before. She 
was in this condition when our Young 
Roman accoſting her, aſlum'd the con. 
fidence to tell her, notwithſtanding 
he held her as infallible as his Divini- 
ties, who could not but be peſwad- 
ed thir ſhe had abus'd him into an er- 
rour, which was extreamly prejudicl- 
al to his repoſe , and that he had 
troubled himſelf with the fear of a 
Rival to no purpoſe , fince he was the 
only perſon rhar Love had inſpir'd 
with the aſſurance to lifr up his eies to 
ſo much excellence, Be pleas'd 
therefore Madam , continu'd he in 
an extraordinary tranſport, to rid 
me of this doubt, and aſſure me of a 
truth , then the knowledg of which 
nothing can make me more happy 
bur the aſſurance of your mutual Afe 

fection, 
He ſtaid his diſcourſe here , and 
the Pious Lady nor without ſome dif- 
| &culry 


2s Te AGNES. , 


ficulty afſum'd it. Know Sir, reply'd 
ſhe , you have ſtill a Rival and ſuch 
a one as all your Intereſts in Roe; 
how conſiderable ſo ever , cannor 
remove him , did you know whart fin- 
cerity I alwaies make uſe of you 
would not have doubted of the truth 
of that , which I aflur'd you of. Oh! 
Madam, anſwer'd the Lover haſtely, 
why ſhould you ſo ſoon return me ro 
my former Apprehenſfions, and diſa. 
buſe me of an oppinion ſo advantagi- 
ousf0 my repoſe? I am rotacquaine. 
ed with rhoſe Arts, reply'd the Lady 
very ſharply , that abuſe Men into 
happineſs. Know fond Man,thou haſt 
a Rival ; Know I Love him, and pre- 
fer him to all the World ; and when 
thou know'ſt rhis, if thou wilt ſtill 
purſue a fruitleſs paſſion,never expect 


any thing from me bur ſcorn and con- 


rempt. | Diſmiſs chy troubleſome Af- 
teRion, and retrive thy Liberty. [ 


conjure thee to it by all rhar's Sacred, 


by thy own Jntereſt, and if that be of 
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any force with thee, for my ſake, 
defiſt to tronble me any more wirh 
thy addreſſes, Aflure thy ſelf this 
will be the greateſt engagement thou 
can'it make me receive, and which 
will equally conduce ro thy felicitie 
and my own. 

She was retreating then into her 
Cloſet, when our moſt diſconſolate 
Lovet cried out with ſome vehe« 
mence s I cannot ceaſe to Love thee, 
forall thy crueltie , bur my addreſſes 
ſhall no more trouble thee. I can Die 
ro pleaſe my ſelf, as well as thee, and 
my Death perhaps may give me as 
oreat a contentment, as ir will chee, 
Cruel Creatures fince iz will free 
me from a Paſſhon , that nothing elſe 
can Rob me of, He departed imme- 
diately huri'd in a moſt fatal grief. 
You may juſtly wonder he ſhould fo 
ſoon run deſperate , and at his ſe- 
cond viſit abandon himſelf ro ſo abſo- 
Jute a deſpair, but be pleas'd to know 
he had before made her ſeveral Pre- 
ſents, 
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ſents, and ſpoke to her very often 


roo, all which I omitted as having 
nothing in them extraordinary. The 
Gifts he made her, with which Ladies 
of heyyears, are eafily deceiv'd, with 
ali his fair and foul Words, Promiſes, 
and Threats, could not perſwade her 
to his defires. She deſpis'd them all, 
and continually told him what Noble 
Preſents her Spouſe would make her, 
which 1 ſhall not here reckon up, both 
becauſe you may have them infinirely 
better expreſt'd in the Divine Sr. 
Ambroſe , a$ becauſe I will by no 
means debauch thoſe Chriſtian ex+ 


prefſions with that , which we of this _ 
Age call Eloquence ; fince they ſhine_==:. 
far brighter in their native Purity. As 


Adam and the firſt Woman were fai- 
reſt , before they came to their Figg- 
leaves. | 

If the Gentleman was afflicted, he 
left the Holy Maid no leſs 3 She pour'd 


our all her ſorrows into theBoſome of - 


her Bleſſed Saviour , for whoſe _ 
a e 
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ſhe was thus Cruel in appearances | 

\She prai'd for her Loving Enemy 
She piried him, bur all was to lictle 
to break her Reſolution of a perpetual 
Chaſtity, No, Bleſſed Lord, (would 
ſhe Cry out ofcentime) neither Loves, 
nor Pitty, with all their ſoft Inſinua- 
tions ſhall ſtorm my conſent ro an AR, 
that would rob Thee of thy Righr. 
My Vow, and my Virginitie muſt be 
kept inviolate, and with rhy Grace 
they ſhall, Noly Fe/#, my poor and 
unworthy Sacrifice. 

Thus waſt thou , Pjous Votary, 
peircing Heaven with thy Pious eja. 
cularions , while thy diſconſolare 
Lover was engagd in a very different 
ployment. His Soul pofleſs'd with 
rhe greateſt Grief, Anger, Love, and 
Fury, that ever the world ſaw , was 
travers'd with all moſt contrary com« 
motions , and thoſe too almoſt in- 
compattible, at the ſame Inſtant. He 

- curs'd his Stars, and yer in Spite of 


all his Rageand Fury, he could not 
ſo 


ſo much as havean ill rhought of her 
that in his Opinion, was the Cru- 
eleſt thing that ever breath'd, How 
ofren was he deplcring his own Cala» 
mitie, and then on the ſuddain enjoy- 
ing his Rival's happineſs, and per- 
haps ſcarce two Minutes afrer all 


this , complaining of his Miſtreſle's 


unkindneſs. In ſo miſerable a diſtra- 
Rion as his Soul then was, his Body 
could not chuſe bur partake cf the 
common miſerie. Their was as grear 
Revolnrions in his humours as in his 
thoughts, and thar profound Melan- 
cholie that had ſeis'd his Soul, gave 
but roo diſmal EffeRs not to be dif- 
covered. TI ſhall wave thoſe diſcour- 
ſes he then made uſe of ; both becauſe 
they concern not ſo: imediatelie our 
Holie Agzes, as becauſe other per- 
ſons in the ſame conditions - might 
probablie' ſpeak ſome * thing like 
them. - 

He was got into his Chamber, 
thee to entertain-his rhoughts with 
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the. greater Libertie , where alas 
what: felt he nor, what ſfid he nors 
and what. exttravagancies was not. he 
then guiltic of ; But he was nor long 
there before his Father was acquaint- 
ed with his diſturbance z When hyr- 
rid on by that indulgence, he alwaies 
bad had for him, purſu'd him into-his 
Chamber, and taking him by rhe 
hand, with the greateſt tenderneſs, 
that ever Father yer diſcoverid., He 
askS him of the cauſe of his. Melans | 
cholie ; - he ipcreated him to cadhier ir, 
a$ he fairhfulie promiſes, he willea- 
deavour to- do rhe cauſe of it. And 
then ſeeing him in a deep Reverie he 
claipes his band ſomthing faſter, and * 
with xearsinhis eies, which expueſs'd 
his lenctiments intheir mute dialect, 
beceer they all the Elegance in the | 
World. What means. his ſilence, | 
ty. Dear Boys faid he; why': doſt 
conceal thy misfortunes from a:iFas | 
ther', that wduld: ſacrifice his Life | 

and Intereſts to pull —_— for: | 


© # 


Heav'ns fake tellme what powerful 
cauſe hath 6ppreſs'd thee with ſo kil- 
ling a Melancholie ,- Let me partake 
of thy misfortunes , as thou alwaies 
moſt dutifullie-haſt of mine- Make. 
thy Father thy Confident, and affure 
thy ſelf rhat1 will omit nothing thar 
may re-jnſtate thee in thy former tran 
quillinve. _ | 

Thus did the tender Father, careſs 
e his Son » but could not yer extort a 
1» E word from him 3 But continuing. ſtill 
7, Eimportunate, when the Young Man 
- Eperceiv'd his Father would have an 
d Yanſwer , with a Voice that eafilie 
e Eſh:w'd., whar the thoughts were he 
dB was to expreſs with ir, - For the Gods 
4 B fake, ler; me alone , Sir, cried' he 
,\ out, and be pleaſed ro pardon adiſo- 
e K bedience that only. my reſpec ro. my 
\ I Father cquld have produc'd, Heſaid 
t 
p 


: no more, nor Could: the poor. Syme 
« | pMronius:: Wake any probable Conje« 
{| cure: yer , whence his: Sons mistors 
- | funtsan his own proceeded, | ha 
_.-- " after 
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afcer having made a Hundred Queſti 
ons, to no purpoſe, he was forc te 
leave him tohis Solirude, where not 
long after he found him ina very vehe- 
ment Indifpoſicion, which gave hi 
the moſt fatal Apprehenfions, thar 
he was ever capable of conceiving. 

Ah! Unjuſt Gods , would heoften 
Cry out, and did thar Pietie I ha 
alwaies had for you, deſerve ſuch 
reconpence 2 Could nor all my In- 
cence, ' and Sacrifices divert your Fu- 
rie; Was there not Jews enough, 
and Chriſtians that ſcorn you, and all 
your Deities, to Plague with your 
Calamities, that you diſpence them 
ſo prodigallie on your moſt Religious 
Obſervers? Had you but that com- 
paſſion you have planted in Human 
Breaſts , and were you not either a- 
bove or below it, (for 1 cannot tell 
which-to term it) you never would 
have injur'd ſo much Goodneſs and. 
Innocencesz at leaft if you would -but 
look upon him with the cies of a Fa./ 
= ther, 


tither, of fo indulgent a Father as Syze- 
rofſp5roniovs. And thus did the unhap« 
otfpie Father make the Gods acquain« 
efſted with his ſorrows, which had ir 
imſbeen directed toa Dietie, that could 
atYhave heard , and had any power to 
ſuccour him, might have prov'deffica- 
10us, for all his Blaſphemies, But in 
vain he Cri'd, he Pray'd, he Curg'd ; 
his Cries, his Prajers, and his Cur- 
ſes were like thoſe of Romantick A 
mourifts,thar compliment the Woods, 
the Seas and Rocks, thar they fancie 
are leſs cruel , then their cruel Fair 
Ones fince they give them the hear- 
ning, which their Ladies will not do, 
Sand the complaiſant Eccho gives 
- them a favourable anſwer to all their 
n EPetitions, Bur had not the careful. 
- ESymphronious taken a greater care of 
1 Fhis Son, than his Gods did, a Feaver 
d £ might have diſpatch'd him our of the 
1] World, that was to fall by the im- 
TN tacdiate hand of rhe Almightie: 
I 


on 


 Ourold Governour ſtaies not long 
2a C in this 
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this condition, but procuring the befl 
Phyſicians rhar were in Rome: ar that 
time, he endeavours by them to learr 
the cauſe ofhis Sons diſtemper. They 
felt his Pulſe , they conſulted his U 
rine; bur all xheir endeavours, accord 
2ng to the precepts of rheir Arr, prc 

ved ineffectual , which render'd rhe 
Old Gentleman a meer Deſperado 
and I perſwade my felf that rhat grie 
which was derived to him from hi 

Son, wasof the nature of ſome plan 

a flip whereof will make amore good 
tie Bodie than rhe ' Mother-ftock 

from whence it was taken : Since hi 
Son's extravagant ſorrows Were moe 
derate in compariſon of his. 

The Young Sywphronius [till pin'd 
away , and the Phyſicians being igno- 
rant of the cauſe of ir, durſt not 
take uſe of any Remedies. The 
Loving Father was yet the more: un« 
fortunate , in. thar he was enfore'd by 
another's Pulſe to feet for his own 
indiſpoſition, The Phyfitians. ac- 

quainted 


had done, and avow'd'that the Soul 
was more difturb'd then the Bodie, 
thar it exceeded their power, to applie 
Remedies to that , they expreſſed 
their ſorrow that they could not 
ferve him, and proteſted that excepr 
his Son were better ſatisfied, it was 
impoſſible heſhould ſtay long in the 
World. 

You may give a gueſs at what Sya= 
phronizs ſuffer d at ſo unwelcome 
news aS this, if you conſider a Joving 
and indulgent Mother, chat was 2 
little before made a Widdow by the 
Death of her beloved Husband, ats 
tending the Bed of heronly Son that 
ſhe now tenderlie dores oti, who juſt 
now in the Flower of his Age, and 
when ſhe had provided ſome Lovlie 
Ladie to make happie with her cbaſt 
Embraces , lies engag'd in 'a cruel 
Feavor , which either over vehemenr 
Bxerciſes or ſome Surfeir may , it's 
hoflible have produc'd ; and juſt now 

wo C 2 expiring 


quainted the Governer with all they 
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expiring his lateſt Breath, - which his 
good Mother ſtands readie to receive, 
and catches at his Soul in it's excurſion 
into Eternitle, Thus ſtood the poor 
Old Gentleman, and 'tis poſſible ſom- 
thing more afflicted, in that he had 
ſomthing yet lefr to fear , whereas 
the unhappie Mother was freed from 
ſo rroubleſome a Paſſion , and ſhe 
had loſt ſo much ſhe need nor any 
longer fear che furie of her enrag'd 
Fortune. | 
But Sy»1phronioxs rather then per= 
iſh was reſolv'd to do his utmoſt, to 
extort this ſecrer from his Son , and 
thence learn the cauſe of their com- 
mon unhappineſs, and he us'd ſuch 
addreſs, thar the effet could nor 
well be otherwiſe theg whar it was, 
He ſat him down on rhe Lover's Bed- 
fide , and takeing him by the hand 
with the cears trickling down his reve- 
rend Cheeks. Muſt we Dye then, 
my Boy , faid he with a ſigh, have 
Heaven and you decreed it '{o? HE 
x | Was 
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Se. AGNES. 37 
was going on, bur a World of fighs 
broke offhis diſcourſe,and looking on 
his Son with all chemarkes of ſorrow 
and'compaſſhion , he heard him with a 
low voice thus Anſwer him : we muſt- 
dye, Sir, when Heaven is pleas'd ro 
call us hence. No, cruel Child, re- 
ply'dthe ſad Symphronius haſtilie, we 
muſt nor dye yer, the Gods will nor 
haveit ſo. I conjure thee, by all rhar 


Religion Efteems obliging , by thar 


Dutte thou ow'ſt me, by the conſi- 
deration of rhy own Intereſts, as well 
aS mine , diſcover this ſecret, rhat 
will undo us all, if ir any longer be 
conceal'd. *Tis baſe and cowardly, 
'tis impious and irreligious to dye, 
when we can help our ſelves, and ro 
creep into the Grave for fear of our 
Misforrunes. | 

He made a pauſe here,and looking 
attentive upon our poor Lover,ſceing 
him in ſuſpence what he ought ro do. 
Our with it for the ſake of the Gods 
purſu'd hez Publiſh thar Enemy to thy. 
Repole. 
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Repoſe, Baniſh it-thence , and lodg | 
itno longer in thy breaſt, to chy ut- 
ter ruin and my own. 'He ſpake this 
With all the earneſtneſs imaginable, 
and allmoſt frighted the young man 
to a confeſſion, - thar ir's poſſible had 
neyer elſe been made,» Ah! Sir, an- 
ſwered he, ard ſigh'd , why ſhould 
you be thus-urgent to know thar, 
which when known you cannot re+ 
medie. Thou knoweſt not what an 
afflicted Father, .in his extreamitie, | 
replyedSymphronigzs,with a great deal 
of precipitation, can do for a Son 
that he loves. better than all che 
world. Ican do any thing for my 
dear\Child 5 my Love and Pirty-ſhal 
render me allmoſt Omnipatent, and 
where- my power fhall prove de- | 
ficient , the Gods ſhall ſecond me, 
thoſe Gods I have hitherto ſerved 
with ſuch Devotion. and that could 
never exert their power in a more 
elorious occaſion than this. Good 
Sir, omit your en Eage" 
| e 


S. AGNES, 

fed then young Symphronize almoſt a> 
Iſtoniſhed; No Child, teplied the 
Father. I: muſt never omir it till [ 
know, what it is afflits you ſo. Will 
you know then, ſaid the Lover very 
4 || paſſionarely. Know it at once, 'ris 
this I Love. Is this thar ſecret,cri- 
ed the Farher, with a ſmile, rhar 
muſt be extorred from you with ſo 
much violence ? Hath this coſt me ſa 
many tears} Harh thisſa much im- 
pair'd your health, and diſtyrb'd my 
| | contentment?” Yes Sir, replyed the 
| 


Lover, with a languiſhing tone, ( for 
now he dare himſelf avow ir) that 
love which I have preſerved in my 
breaſt in the midſt of all my ſorrows, 
hath been the cauſe of all : Burt this 
is ſuch a Love, as when you ſhall 
have learned ir's Nature, andall it's 
circumſtances, you will undoubtedlie 
pronounce ie rhe moſt fatal, & me rhe 
moſt unfortunate Lover in rhe world. 
What ſome Coy Maid hath refuſed 
your addreſſes, ſaid the kind — 
24] an 
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andyou like a poor whining Loverf] « 
muſt goand die for't? Is that all? Nay fl | 


anſwer me. And is not that ſufficient 
Sir, replied the Lover. : But thar's not 
all. She hath ſcorn'd me indeed and 
forbid my addreſſes, but my ill For- 
rune hath led me further. She Loves, 
but not me3 She ſales ſhe's diſpoſed 
of, and rhatto a perſon that ſhe pre- 
fers to all theworld, and Vows this 
Love hall, as ſhe pretends ir ought 
to be , be Eternal : And what now 
could render me more unhappy than 
lam? ILove, and muſt do ſo while 
I breath. SheScorns me, and will do 
do ſo Erternally. Now having learnt 
this, $:r, trouble not your ſelf with 
him that is not only himſelf ſo unhap- 
Py, but will infe&all abour him with 
his unhappineſs. No Son, anſwer'd 
Sympbronizs, I muſt nor yet leave 
you, my pietie ſhall yet find ſome 
meanes to make you fortunate. On- 
ly tell me who this fair Tyrant is, and 
then if there's no other way *ris bur 

dying 
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St. AGNES. At. ] 
dying afterwards. 'Tis, Sir, you 
may. eaſily gueſs: her , the Handſo- 
nth meſt Ladyin Rome , ſaid the Tvama= 
2 | 7ato ſhould I name the moſt glorious 
dil Lightin the Heavens, you'd imme. 
*- f diarely ſay it was the Sun I meant, 
»& and whenlI thall tell you ſhe 1s the 
df moſt beautiful Lady in Rome, you 
- & may eaſily imagine *ris Agnes. The 
S | good Father was extreamly fatisfi'd, 
5 
7 
: 


when he knew ſhe was a Roman and 
no ignoble one , ſo thar ſmilling, It 
Agnes ſaid he be the Perſon thar en» 
ſlav'd you, you ſhall ſee e're long what 
I can do for you, and afſure your 
ſelf I am not ſo much difpleas'd 
2r your Love, as the concealing of it. 
Hereupon he went out immediate- 
ly towards the advancing his Deſign, 
and left our amorous Deſperado in as 
oreat a contentment, as his condition 
was then capable to admit. . © 
He flatter'd himſelf with ſomthing 
like what we call hope ,” and though 
he knew no teaſon for it, and was 
| CORe 
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confident that, Hgnes's reſolution was 
unalterable. Yer however he .com- 
forted himſelf, fince his Father was 
ſtirring in the buſineſs, and that in a 
place where his Intereſts might make 
him hope for all things from his help; 


where [I ſhall leave him deluding him- 


ſelfwith his pretty fancies, and fee 
what Symphronias is now adoinge 


You may very probablie conjecure 
what addreſs and induſftrie the Gover- ! 
nour made uſe of, .in a Deſign that | 
ſo nearlie concern'd him, Heſearch'd | 


our for the Ladie's Father and com- 
municated his intentions to him, ta 
make a perpetual amitie between their 
two' Families. He madeclear to him 
the advantages of ſuch a neceflitude, 
and in aword didall he poſſibly could, 
to perſwade him ro what he ſaid did 
very. much conduce to their common 
_ happineſs. - The diſcreet Father of 
our- bleſſed Vorary, entertain'd his 
propoſal with. all the civility imagi- 
nable, and avowing to him, that it 
00 would 
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rould'be rhe moſt welcome thing in 
-he world to him, to ſee his Daughter 
o well diſpos'd of , aſlor'd him: he 
yould uſe all his endeavours to per» 
wade her 10 it, and though ſhe ſeem'd 
to haye a reſolution never to Matry ; 
'--E he doubted not bur he might induce 
'*Wherto ir. Bur if I cannot prevail by 
 Etbis Fatherly method of perſwaſion 
© F continu'd he , you muſt excuſe me, 
” if I want the power to ſerve you, and 
: content your ſelf with that hearty des 


ſire, I ſhall ever preſerve, ro favour 
borh you and yours. And this, - Sir, 
is my final reſolution, and from which 
all the Arguments in Nature ſhall ne- 
| verbe able to diſſawde me, never ta 
deſcend to any violent means; and 
force my dear Agnes to | any Ad, 
wherein her happineſs 1s ſo highly con+ 
cern'd. The Governour was not ex- 
rreamly Ctisfi'd, with theſe Liſt words 
of the diſcreet Father, and the joy 
that he reſentedat the firſt part of his 


diſcourſe , was very much abated by 
Eo what 
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whar follow'd, conſidering what hit 


Son had told of the obſtinacy, ( for ſo 
he term'd it Jof his beloved Aznes ; | 


Nevertheleſs not to betray the cauſe 
he was engag'd in, I cannor chuſe, 
ſaid he, afrer a ſmall filence, but con- 
demn that over ſcrupulous diſcretion 
of yours, Have you liv'd ſo long in 
the World, and are yet ignorant, thar 
Maids muſt be forced to whar they 
moſt defire, and that their forma! mo- 
deſty oftentimes makes them refuſe 
that, which they pine and whine. for 
ever after ? No, Symphronius, I've 
ofren heard that piece of Raillery, re- 
ply'd the other, butcan eafily diſtin- 
guith between that force you ſpeak 
of, and which you ſay will'be fo a- 
eeable, from that which hath pro- 
duc'd ſo diſmal effects in the Worid. 
Our Marriages ſtill repreſent therape 
of the Sabines; but they do but re- 
preſent them ;” and there would not 
be ſo much jolliry at our Nuprtial So- 
lemnities, were the violence as real 
as 


lpake this with ſa much faristaction, 


13 then ir was, you may aſſure your 


ſelf, I ſhall oblige you with that per- 


| ſonated cruelty, and will do all that a 


Father lawfully can, to favour the 
Roman Governcur. 

Symphronizs receiv'd his Civilicies 
very Courteouſly , and after having 
once more conjur'd him to forward 
his Deſign, and proreſted it was the 
infallible means ro make him bis eters 
nally ; and itis more then probable, 
acquainted him with the danger. his 
Son was inat that very Moment, and 
the cauſe of it ; (which really ſeems 
to me, the moſt perſwaſive Argument 
that could be us'd in_ that conjun- 
ion) he departed home-ward , as 
faſt as his Love could carry him, and 
coming to our languiſhing Lover, he 
cry'dout very chearfully, _— - 
my Symphronzus , hope ſtill. Thy 
Agnes muſt be thine, only live and 
1ecover, that thou mayſt be in a con- 
dition to receive. her favours. He 


that 
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Fun 
that the Young Gentleman / raiſing 


himſelf from his Ptllow , as nuch as 
his weakneſs wotlld permit him , and} 
Reading his Deſtiny in the Air oſhit 
Father. . Do not abuſe me, $37, ſaid 


4 
( 


| he, out of an Oppinion, that fear] 


I have roo much reafon to retain. It}. 
it poſſible & ſhould obtain my wiſhes? 
Gan Agnes then be flexible, andpirry 
one that her Divine Beauty has al: 
moſt drag'd to his Grave? Oh! anſwer 
me, 8ir, but with Sincerity and uſe 
not any Artifice to appeaſe my Pafſi- 
on, that muſt have real bliffes, or 
it willnever ceafe its cruelty. No, 
Child , anſwer'd the Loving Father; 
there is no need of Artifice,only con- 
fide in me,and minde rhy recovery, 8 
thy Agnes ſhall be ſooner ready to res 
ceive thy Careſles; rhen thou-ro'/Em- 
_ ,.and thank her fot hev- Rind- 
Thus did the obliging $y:phroni- 
#2 comfort the anion lover, who 
rhough he intreated him to tell = 
is . 
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; | C GNES, 45 
bis fucceſs , could-by no means PEt= 
ſwade him to it. - Only his Father 
| acquainted him with the greateſt part 
of the diſcourſe rhar he had with the 
Ladies Father, ſo much I mean as 
made for his purpoſe, bur he did 
it, as1t were unwillingly, or before 
he was aware, which made the abuſd 
Lover believe his affairs were in a bet- 
ter condition, then at firſt, he could 
hope they would ever come ro. S0 
thar relying on his Father, and re- 
commending his Love to him,. and 
defiring bum never to uſe any vio+ 
lence againſt the Fair Agzes , he de- 
fitted any longer ro importune him, 
And the old $ymphronias not long at- 
ter left him to ruminate on his 3mas 
ginarie pleaſures, and expected with 
all rhe impatience in the world, what | 
anſwer he ſhould receive from St. .4g> || 
zes's Father ; who was really noull l 
agent in the. buifnefs, but preſs'd his 
' Fair Daughter: roa Marriage, that he 
told. her was very OY to 
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her. But meeting ſo uncommona re« 
pugnance in her, and being ar laſt ac«' 
quainted with that ſacred vow ſhe had 
made of perpetual Virginity , he nor 
only left off his perſwaſions , which 
he knew would prove uſeleſs, butal- 
ſoencourag'd her to keep her Vow,” 
notwithſtanding all the violence of 
$ymphronizz, He promis'd herall the 
help , he could render her, andflat- 
terd himſelf into a fond Opinion, that 
he being of a Noble Family , and of 
no {mall Intereſt in the City ; the 
Governour durſt not aſſault eitherhim 
or his. But the Sequel baffled his 
preſumption, and hath left us a dread- 
ful Example , of what a man is Capa- 
ble of performing ; when hurri'd on 
by the ſudden Violence of ſome do- 
mineering Paſſion, But I mult nor 
prevent my Story. 
The two Fathers not long after had 
a meeting , which doubtleſs was infi- 
nitely pleaſing. Ar the firſt indeed 
their diſcourſe was very obliging, 
ut 


but their common civilities onte paſt 
over, where Symphronize urg'd the 0- 
ther to ſome Poſitive anſwer, the 
brave Roman after ſome ſuch ſhore 
preamble , as we commonly uſher in 
ill news withal , told him plainly 
his Daughter's repugnance to the 
Propoſition, not out of any diſfre- 
ſpe&t to the Young Symphroniws 2 
whom all the City for his many excel- 
lent accompliſhments both Lov'd and 
admir'd ; but our of a moſt fix'd deter= 
mination , never toalter her Condi« 
tion. And would you reſt ſatisfi'd 
with ſuch an anſwers reply'd Sym 
phronins, How unkind are you to a 
perſon, that you were pleas'd once 
ro call Friend ,. and ro one thar al- 


waies moſt dearly Lov'd you? This 


was only a formal Piece of Modeſty : 
why would you not uſe that power, 
thar Heaven and Nature have furniſh- 
ed you withal > Why would you not 
treat herasa Daughter? She is all 0+ 
bedicnce , and a Father might per- 

- BD ſwade 
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ſwade her tommy thing. No, teply'd 
the other with:ſome precipiration , 1 
will -never -abuſe'Co much Innocence, 
nor force her to any thing that would 
meet the inoft cruel of Deaths to pre» 
ferve her Father, I promis'd'you ro 


 do'what Lconld by ſoftnefs and your 
VE 


fwaſion, and Heaven knows I hay 

exactly perform'd ir, but to wrong 
ſo ſweer a Daughter by forcing her 
Inclinations , and fo conſequently to 
engage her in anEternal ſeries of Mi. 
fery , is that-, which I ſhall neveren. 
dure-to port in. practiſe againſt my 
dear Agnes, Cruel Friend , is this 
all-you will do for me 1n this Extre- 
miry ? Anſwerd the Governour and 
figh'd; are thoſe allyour endeavours 
to tetteive my dear Boy from the 
Grave # For Heavens fake defift nor 
ar the firſt repulſe, She may ar laſt 
alter- her reſolution , and you may 
fave my dear Symphronizs , and: ren» 
der me the moſt happy , as the moſt 
oblig'd, man in the World. .:Pro- 
omaha pole 


poſe nor ſuch impoſlibilities for a 
manifeſt of my Friend-ſhip, cry'd our 
the good Father. of St. Agnes, and 
lernorthat amity Thavefor you , Bas 
niſh the Sentiments of Nature g ler 
me continue a Father as well as a 
Friend , and have ſome conſideration 
of my dear Child , my good Agnes, as 
well as of the Noble Symphrotius. 
Theſe things are not ſo incompati - 
ble as you imagine , replid the Go- 
vernour; 'tisas much for her advan- 
tageas my Sons, and it will be your 
duty to diſpoſe of your Daughter for 
the beſt, 'as well as an Obligation to 
{uccur a dying Son , and a diſtrefled 
Farher, Her reſolution is bur too juſt 
10 be ever removed , ſaid the. other, 
and it would be too plain an injuſtice 
in me t0-oppoſe it And fince you 
will nototherwiſe be ſatisfid be plea- 
ſed to know z She hath already gor 
her a Husband, and ſuch a one, as 
I cannot refuſe, His worth ,. his 
Riches , his Virtues, his moſt No- 
* ES 2 8 , ble 


= | 


_ © . - a OA te 
y "060 OP tae 7a © IEA a3; * 4 Oat ro 


. _ Y < - » A P 
us +" <4 —— _ 0 PrP pſy Wu” IE, 1 F YA 8 - _ on X $0902 * Warwgts EARLY GUVIUrIH oy 
o 3 EEE > Os 3; 4 _ 8 
RT 69 I?Y = MP YÞ-—n 34 Cy. "I ” 
n - + 06S i” R999" 4" at?” arms _ a al 


AAS & valor + > tw 17 a Ba 


<4 Seas. 2&0” Vern 


I'2 
N {4 
' 
$ : 
y : 
X ; 5 
: k 
z * 3 
a x 
: £ 
4 4 
# 
} » 
| Lf 
| j 
; f 
* : 
| 
} 
' 
; 
: f 
6 t 123 
, q 12 
A F, 'F 
k : 
a. 1 « 
*; I { . 
- . 
> : 4 F 
bp 4 #3 
I. x 
o T 
7 
? " # I'3 
| S Y 
: 88 
4 » £ 
1 ; $. 
bi n : 
T 
7 1 s x 
: * 
4 1 
J g 3 
' S $ 
by kf - 
> 2 
2 : 
J bu 1 
x ” ITY 
® 
F] 'W. 
. * 18 
| F 
1 * £3 
* x f 
= 
3 
; F 
$ 'S 
. 
| ; 
Li 
S! 
; : 
[| 
: 
þ 
dM 
C x 
: 
8 | i 
» ; 
I ; * 
*y 
0 


2 The Lifeof 


ble Love and Aﬀection , -are too con«. 


" ſiderable not to make him receiv'd, 


And I muſt avow to you, that my 
Agnes (carce Loves him with a prea- 
ter Paſhion than my ſelf, Falf un- 
kind Man faid Symphronius; And 
who can this worthy Perſon be, that 
yoa deſpiſe the Son of rhe Roman Go- 
vernour for his ſake > Whoever he 
be, anſwer'd the other very ſharply, 
I do, and muſt prefer him to all the 
world. Nor ſhall my Love of Sym- 
phranius, nor all his menaces make 
me do any otherwiſe. | 

They parred immediately upon 
this , and though the diſcreet Father 
of the bleſſed Sr. Agnes, had done 
nothing but upon Mature deliberati- 


on, hehalf repented of what he had 


ſaid, and wiſh'd his Duty would have 


ſuffered himſelf ro ſpeak ſomething 


more agreeable, Bur then. remem- 


bring-his . Dear Saviour , his :Noly 
Daughters -Pious Proteſtations , and, 


thar Noble perſwaſion, that lr was 
og better 


better to: have a Daughter a Holy 
1, Virgin, then to ſee her in all the 
"8 pomp in the World, He immediate- 
TI ly repented again, of his eaſy and in- 
i-F conſiderate repentance it ſelf , and 
7 more fully reſolved to further his 
© Daughters Piety, But Symphronius 
LY was not ſo much at reſt: How many 
"| dreadful thoughts had he then in his 
©} Breaſt, what Deſigns was he contri- 
|| ving againſt the fair Agnes and her 
© || 2ood Father : How often did he damn 
* | that Rival, thar ſtood in his way be- 
[| rween him , and happines ; Bur ar 
laſt after many abortive contrivances, 
and a Thouſand Menaces that came to 
nothing , he began ro recolle& him- 
ſelf, and conſidering whar an infinire 
diſpleaſure it would be to his Son, re 
hear ſuch unwelcome news as this, he 
reſolved to conceal it, and make him 
believe his Love Afﬀairs were 'in. a 
very good poſture. And to thisend, 
putting on a good Face, andſupprel- 


fing that ſorrow which was ar preſent 
bur 


fg 7 


64 © The ike 
but too viſible all about-'birh ; and 
looking as Merrily (as  he' poſſibly 
could, he came to his Son , and afſu. 
red him by a very Pious Impoſture, | 
that his Miftrifle's Rigour, and Mai- 
den. modeſty was at laft 'conquered-; 
that ſo ſoon as he was recovered, he 
might take Poſleflion of his own cre 
el fairone, ONS os 

The Young Man coald hot pres» 
ſently believehim., and rhe greatneſs 
of his hippineſs made* him ſuſpe@ 
the truth of ir ; but being ix was his 
Father thar told him ſo, (that Loving 
and Dear Father , that hadſo-tender- 
ly doted pn him, ever fince the firſt 
- Minnte of | his Life, and had given 
fach pregnant Proofs of hisincompa- 
fable Aﬀe&ion ſo lately 3) he 'eſteem- 
ed it impious to fuſpect him of any 
deceit, and'gave a blind conſent to 
all he ſaid, and with tears 'of -joy in 
his languiſhing eies, he rendered his 
humble thanks, and duty 'Ten Thou- 
fand rimes, Juſt ſoſome Merchanr's 
| Darling 


Darling-dearly. careſſes his Loving 
yl Father , whea he is after;the abſence 

u- of fome Yeats ,, returned from a dan- 
©, | gerous Voyage, When'the Boy and 
= his Mother: are in a | gay conteſt, 
which ſhall beſt expreſs an. nnfeigned 
Joy , and Loving Reſentments. {| 
le If ever the quiet 'of the Soul did 
extreamly, advance the help of the 

» | body, it was in our lover at that 
ſs | time, and thoſe two familiar Neigh= 
48 bours, the Soul and rhe Bodie, did ſo 
s | equally ſhare each others Joyes, as 
o | well as Sorrows, that as ſoon as the 
- | Soul returg'd to it's former tranquili- 
2  rie,the humgours reaſſumed their rem- 
1 | perament, and the whole Bodie- in- 
. | ſenſiblie recover'd it's trength and 
- | vigour. .Buthis Malancholy'had ſ@ 
* | weakned him, that he vvas confined 
| | to his Chamber for ſome time, yyhere 
| | vve ſhall leave hioypleaſing himſelf 
_ | vvith God: knovvys vvhar thoughts, 
and purſue bis careful: Farher, vvha is 
novy emplay'd ro compals his deligh 

. an 
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&6 TheLife of | 
and make good his vyord to bis Son! 

at his recovery, '| 

To this end, hemade it his firſt 

buiſneſs to hunt our this unknovvn'! 

Rival, or rather this too happie poſe 

ſefſor of ſo fair a Treaſure. He had 

ſpent ſome time to no purpoſe, when 

art laſtby accident he mer a friend £| 
of his, vvho enquiring after the cauſe 
of his unuſual Malancholy, and hav- 
ing heard at laſt the vyhole Storie, 
ſurprized him vvith the ſtrangeſt 
nevvs imaginable. *Tis no vvonder, 
Sir, ſaid he, if your Intelligence hath 
faild you; rhis is no ſuch Rival as you 
expected, and ro clear vvhart [ tell 
you, be aſlured from me, She is one 
of the Set yve call Chrifians, and 
being beſotred vvith thar fooliſh and 
ridiculous perſyvaſion,ſhe boaſts that 
Fe/ſas, their great Propher, or their 
Divinitie, or vyhatever he be, that 
they vvorſhip, that Fe/#s,that they ſay 
vvas Crucyfied, and tell us a hundred 
Krange Stories of, is her —_ , 
Taar 
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| St. AGNES. ou 3 
that ſhe hath Vovved her Virginitie 
J tohim, as many more of them doz 
FE and this Vow, ſhe ſaies, ſhe is reſoly- 
ed never to violate. Now, S3r, if 
ſ-j] you can draw any thing hence for 
d | youradvantage, I dare witneſs what 
n | I ſay, and willembrace this opportu- 
d F aitie, as I ſhall all other, wherein f[ 
e | may ſerve you moſt willingly. 

- The Governour could ſcarce be- 
, || lieve this ar firſt hearing, bur being 
t F confirmed by Oaths, and Proteſta- 
, 
| 


tions, and thoſe too the moſt Sacred 
that their Religion could furniſh them 
with, he began to think, that ſome 
plot might be builtupon this, and the 
* | thing being not verie difficult, he re- 
| folvedonic immediatelie z and thank. 
ing his Friend for his Incelligence,and 
conjuring him by their formerFriend- 
ſhip, and whar everelſe he thought 
was perſwaſive, to keep all ſecrer, 
and to be with him on the morrow 
ſomthing earlie, he departed, and 
laid all in readineſs for” his proceed- 
= ing 
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ing. But he took all the care- inthe 
world-that Young Symphronizs hould 
not know of it, who not dreaming of (| 
any thing elſe but bis Miſtrifle's. fa- 


- vour,, their Nuptials , and -all thaex 


Train of Delights he might ex- 
pe from thence, was enjoying his 
umaginarie pleaſures: thar never muſt 
have any other. Fond Men, how do 
we purſue we know not what, and 
place. our ſelves upon. a Precipeice ? 
Little thought he ofa deſtroying Ans 
gel, or that Calamitie that hung o+ 
ver his head. 

-- The Governour at the time of Ju- 
dicature diſpatch'd his Officers to 
bring the Holie. Votary' to his Tri- 
bunal, who, when they came to her 
Fathers houſe, and demanded ber in 


the Name of the Governour:,, would 


nor perhaps fo eafilie have gor her 
thence, had not the Blefled Martyr 
her ſelf been conſenting toit.:; Her 
Parher wasproviding for Refiſtance, 
and imagining what was the tens 

R Cc 
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be induced to part with his Pious, Q+ 
bedient Child. The Mothers fſentix 


ments were not much different from 


his. She wept , ſhelifr up her eies 
to Heaven,and witha thouſand pierc+ 
ing Ejaculations, invok'd the: Holie 
Je/as to her reſcue 3 ſhe 'recommen+ 
ded her Child no longer hers, byt his 
Spouſe, into his Sacred protection g 
nor did her Devotion hinder her En+ 
deavours. It was inthe midſt of theſe 
preparations that the Holie Saint was 
acquainted with the: Officers de- 
mands, and perſwaded her ſelf that 
Chriftianiry was the Crime ſhe was r9 
anſwer for,, and then kneeling down 
moſt Uevouthie, and direRing ber fair 
eies to Heayen, The hour is com» 
ivg, Sweet Fefz (ſhecri'dout)- when 
my Soul ſhall take irs flight -to Thee 
and Glorie. - Lord preſerve : thy ſer- 
vent inthis my laſt -encounter againſt 
our common Enemies. Continue thy 


Gracious Goodneſs ,. let me nor faing 
7 in 
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| ſhe was ſent for, /he conld-not eafilie . 


in my laſt effort of Piety Preſerve me 
to thy ſelf ſweet Fe/a, I am-thine; 
my Vow and. thy Goodneſs. have 
made meſo; O do not deſert me in 
my laſt Excremity , butbe pleaſed. ta 
.Jead me from one Crown to another, 
from-that of Martyrdom to that © 
thy Etetnal Glory, What a ſweet} 
Joy and pleaſure did the good Lady! 
then reſent 3 what an agreeable ear-' 
_ neſt did ſhe then receive of a bleſſed 
Erernity , in ſpite of her Body, thar 
clog to her ardentSoul , rthar hung 
on'it's Wings when it took any brave 
flight towards Heaven : In ſpite of ir, 
and all its Paſſions, ſhe was almoſt 
- raviſhed into Happineſs, and ſaw her ' 
Bleſſed Lord even before her Matyr- 
But ſhe ſtaid notlong here, before 
ſhe went to meet herruine, asothers 
would interpret it, but as her Pious 
Soul thought , -her way to Glory .,Shg. 
Found her Father in the midſt ob-Ms 
Preparations, and looking Ke A 
-- "3 Wit. 


"IN 


| 


ne, 
ave 


with a Faceas gay, an Air as brisk 
and lively as everſhe had in her Life, 
Stay dear $8ir, faid ſhe, ſtay, and'be 
pleaſed to remember that we call out 
ſelves Chriſtians. This is not thar 


reſiſtance that our bleſſed Lord hath 
J raught us both by his word and his 
JF Example. 
J 6ll the Angels in the Heaven , and 


He that could ſummon 


make all the World aſſiſt him , died 


quierlie , and ſuffered ramelie the © 


rage and fury of Men and Divels, He 
did ſo good Sir, and lerus for Gods 
ſake do no otherwiſe. | 
The Father was very much ſurpri- 
ſed ax ſo charming a perſwaſion, and 
was in adoubrful ſuſpence how to be. 
have himſelf, when his bleſſed Daugh- 


ter purſued her petition. Ah ! can- 


you doubt, $i7, whether you: ought 
to follow ſo glorious an example.Let 


us goand ſtem the fury of our Adyez 
'firies ; bur let our Tears and Praiet 
, be the only Arms againſt them.” Let 
'mego, Sir, and be more nearly uniced 
#7? | | c@ 
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62 The Life of * 
ro my dear Redeemer and let me teſti 
fie to all the World, thar neithej 
Loye nor Fury can fſepatate me from 
ſo good a Maſter ; wilt rhou go then, 
dear Child , and leave thy wretched 
ul Father, replied hewith a languiſhing 
> Accent. Yes. 82r, I will fly to my 
[ut ſweer Saviour, cried our St. Agnes. 
I will perform his. holy pleaſure with 
all alacrity , I have hitherto waited 
with ;patience for the happy hour, 
wherein he would be pleaſed ro take 
me out of rhis miſerable Lite; but fince 
the time 15 come, I will nor by an un- 
Chriſtian reſiſtance ., ſtop up my 
paſſage to Glory: Tis my Ingereſt, 
as:well-as my Duty, that iavices me 
to 1t, and your extravagant . Love 
would be infinitely prejudicious to 
me, ſhould it any longer oppoſe thoſe 
Superiours,thar God hath command. 
ed us to:obey, I muſt conſent then, 
I fee, Jaid her Father throwing down 
His Arms, -withan ation wholy diſs 
ronſolate, andraking my laſt _ 
- well 


4 
l 
( 
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St. AGNES, 
well of my Dear, my Obedient , my 
Chriſtian 4gnes. Go then ro thar 
Glory , which thy Lord hath provi 
ded for thee, and leave thy Parents 
here in tears, while thou art advan'd 
toa place, where all tears ſhall be 
wiped fromour eies. I ſhould never 
have done ſhould I tell all the paſſio- 
nate and pious diſcourſes of the good 
Mother to her bleſſed Child, who 
banging abour her fair Neck , took a 
Thouſand Farewels, and would ne- 


ver have lefr her, had not the Officers . 


been urgent to haſten-her delivery. 
At laſt they parred, but with no leſs 
pain and rrouble then ever Soul and 
Bodie did inthe Rigour of Youth, af- 
ter the familiour acquaintance - of 
Thirtie Years. Her Father would 
accompanie her, though ſhe expreſ- 
ſed a:grear .deal of repugnance to it, 
fearing leaſt his immoderate Love 
might hurrie him cn to ſome Via- 
lence, iand make him endeavour 19 
retard her Martyrdom. XY; 
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But go hedid, and led his fair Sa 


crifice to her Stage of Glory , whereſ 


the Governour ſat expecting her, and 
according to the uſual forwalitie, 
(which was bur too roo common in 
thoſe daies ; that is about the Tenth 
Perſecution) demanding what ſhe was, 
whether a Chriſtian or otherwiſe?She 
confidentlie avowed it, and thar with 
as much courage and aſſurance, as if 
ſhe had expected the greareſt honour 
in' the world, from her Confeſſion, 
Symphronins ſeeing her Noble Confi- 
dence, began ro ſhew her the danger 
of her obſtinacy, and with a malici- 
ouskind of kindneſs,adviſed her to de. 
ſert it- He promiſed her ſhe ſhould 
be pardoned her crime , did ſhe not 
conrinue in it, and allured her to this 
Apoſtafie by a magaificent promiſe of 
honours and preferments, and ſpoke 


really ſo obliginglie to the fair Mar. 


tyr, that any Soul but hers, which 


'yer had notarived to her Thirteenth 
Year , would -have been perverted, 


Bur 


red aſſurance, ſhe firmlie ſtood the 


Shock of all his Infinuarions, & like a 


Chriſtian Heroine looking upon her 
Judge with eies that had prevented 
her words, ſhe made him ſee but roo 
viſibly the effe@ of his perſwaſions, 
No Governour , cried ſhe out , omix 
thy promiſes, unleſs thy Liberalitie 
could Enrich me wirh better things, 
then thoſe thon mention'ſt. My God 
hath prepared amore Glorious Poſ.. 
ſeflion for his Servants, and rhough 
my Chriſtianitie muſt expoſe me to 
Death , with all it's terrible appett= 
dages, know , I will ſtill preſerve ir, 
and when I have by all rhe tortures 
thou canſt Plague me with , ended 
my miſerable Life , ro be Tranflated 
r0 a better ; I will ſtill hug my per- 
ſwaſion, and bleſs my Holy Fe/x#c, 
that for ſo ſmall a ſuffering is pleaſed 
to place me in an Eternal State of 
Glory 5 Ile expire my Breath though 
it be 1a the midſt = Flatnes and —_ 
- al 


St. AGNES. WG © 
But ſhe brave Lady kept her undaun- 
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andall thoſe Inſtruments of Cruelty, 
char your Ingenious Villanie can 
poſſibly invent,with an incomparable 
joy , and a tranſcendent content- 
ment; ſince I muſt die for my deareſt 
Lord, who was graciouſly pleaſed to 
do more then die for me ; Yes Sweer 
Saviour, I will,if it be thy Holie plea- 
ſure, and manifeſt to thoſe Infidels, 
that all their Perſecutions ſhall never 
divide thy Church and Thee, And 
fince that if 1 lived with Thee, in my 


- death I will never be divided. 


She ſaid this, with ſo Heroick a 
boldneſs, that the people could nor 
chuſe but admite her, and wiſh with 
all their Hearts ſhe were diſingag'd of 
thar bewitching peice of Follie (for 
ſo they.called Chriſtianity) that ex- 
poſed her to fo manifeſt a danger. 
But the Governour had very :differ- 
ent thoughts of her , and called her 
Brave boldneſs, Sawcineſs, and Qb- 
ſinacy,agd ſaid her Chriſtianity had 
made her Befide her ſelf, and, hace 

Ll 1 1S 
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his Praiſes proved, ineffectual, he. 
reſglyed-; ta, take 4 rougher courſe 
with her, , and ſee whax,Menaces ang. 
Threats weyld do, He eſteemed all 
her Proteſtations as vain, idle Rho+« 
domantado's , which a. few harſh 
words y and the very Sight of Tor- 
rures might force her to forſake. Ta 
which purpoſe, we ſhall, cried he, 
in a tranſpart of Fury , ſee whether 


' you will preſerve this raſhneſs in the 


midſt of puniſhments, and what a 
firm conſtancy youll preſent us with, 
when theFlames are about your ears. 
Know therefore my young Stoick 
of the long Robe, except you imme- 
diately; Sacrifice to the Gods, and 
Abjure your Foppery,that hath rrqu=. 
bled the world for almoſt zoo years, 
I will proceed againſt you according 
to the courſe of Juſtice, and reyenge 
my {elf and rhe Gods.0n our common 
Enemie. Do, cruel man, replyed 
the Fair. Agnes. very . vehemently , 
abandon thy ſelfto thy Furie, provide 
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moreand more exquiſite 'Urenſils of 


Crueltie , then have ever yer been 
invenred. T-will ſuffer all thou can't 
mflia, and inthe midſt of all, I will 
conremn thy Godsas much 'as now [ 
do. Thou may'ſt rob me of this poor&: 
franficory life,which is a thing I never 
valued nor eſteemed, but thou ſhalr 
then, though unwillingly, advance me 
to an Erernal one. Thou may'ſt ſepe-. 
rate this Soul from it's Bodie, bur 
thou ſhalt 'joyn- it then to it's Dear 
Maſter, Ina word, what ever thou 
can'ſt do to me ſhall never deprive 
me of my Sourſe of Comforts. I will 
ſill hold faſt ry Belief of my Savi- 
our, while I keep my breath, and 
when T have parted with that ſervant 
of life, and life together, I will ſtil! 
continue what f am, and glorie to be 
calted a Chriſtian. ONneT 
The Governour was aſtoniſhed to 
find fo much courage in a Woman. 
He could not chufe,maugre all his re- 
ſiſance , but admire her ;- He _o_= 
| is 


8. AGNES. & 


f || his hearr-to diſcſteem. the ;Regulas's,; 


hd... i north rhe. 


Catd's ,: Rutullws , and Socrates , and 
thoſe Prodjgies of conſtancy, rhat.the 
Ancients boaſted of z''t6 ſeea fee ble 
WomanRival them jn-rheir Glories, 
and be readie to march wo the Flames, 
with a truer-contentment ,- then cver 
Socrates drank. up his/Poyſon, or Cara 
ſtab'd himſelf, He:rhem began to. c- 
ſteem ber tog,, and .to with, he could 
perſwage: her.x0. fave; ber Life ar the 
expance; of cher Ghriſtianicie; and | 
confidering-his Sans .bappineſs: was 
very much, concerned, in;her ſafety, 
he -Could,;not- abſojutely; reſglve ;on 
her Death,/avichour- the greacelt,,re- 
prer- char -can be imagin;d. Beſides 
the protpile he had-wade his, Son cons, 
his-Intrigue 4:for be verily \belcived if 
he could; but,once make hex, ceaſe [ro 
be a-Ehriſtian., ſhe. wenld diſpenſe 
with her-:vow, and jmmediately. con», 
ſent 'to+ his- defires«-;;;He: thereupon 
aſſumed a-Milder Conntenance , and 
baniſhing 


To © The Life of 

banithing that fietcnels he had © lierle: 
before, hedeſtends again to His: Mild- 
er way-of. Perfialic ON. - Cotte: you 
mbſlive;-faif he, Tabor Have rhe 
heitt to doom'!ſ5'Brave'a- Spitit' ts 

rhe Tlames. 1 Wilt ſave You ity | de-" 
ſpite of ybu, ard Huſt haveyoh leave 
your footifh{perſfyaion' thar' relts 
yort of iftpbMfibllities to: we , and 
fines pon engages you todeny your! 
felf all "lid pleafiltes of this preſent 
Fe; © WW Hatfih you Wir m6re 
certaift "&3hts/08d bring'you t0'a 
love'of that fife, HI ndwiyou'''fo 
Fittle - ears (692) D&/60Vthdtbrblaf- 
pheme our 1G0d5! though. they ate 
merciful ge Ill-at Jaft ? revenge 
Np injaflt$ ber corned and Wor. 
Mp thehs, {4 Me Your Repeatanice 
ly ont ſer Fw for yout 18 pivtles. 
©! Peace uae Gorerouty Cri 'BUr 
the Saint, with/inflipnation' y'and'do 
= Mote- ſttive: to divortee me! from 
my happitiels; 'my Dear SaviouriThy 


fy nf1n04trohs —_ prove as 'uſeleſs 
as 


St. AGNES. Ml 
aS thy menaces, -and both together, 
with all thou can't do beſide, ſhall 
never induce me'to abjure my Chri- 
ſtianitie, or to etnbrace a Religion 
that bids me worſhip Stocks, and pay 
Devotion to the work of Artiſts, I 
defie the Anger of thy Gods, go fright 
poor Ignorant Superſtitious Fools 
with Jupiter's Bolt, and Neptune's Tri- 
dent 5 I fear them leſs then thee, and 
dare blaſpheme them with far greater 
ſecuririe, than abuſe the weakeſt of 
thy people. Lerthy injured Divini- 
ries vindicate their honour, with all 
the power they can. Iamprotected, 
and dare bid defiance to them and 


_ their Idolators. She ſpoke this with: 


all the vehemence ſhe could, and 
ſtrook a ſecret terrour inroall thar 
heard her, who ſtopping their ears, 
and ſtamping on rhe ground, to fſig- 
nifle they deteſted her Blaſphemies, 
cry d out, Away with her to the Stake, 
and let her puniſhment expiate her  Im- 
pietie, lefF the Gods plague us with ſome 

. frenal! 


73 The Life of 
frenal Judgement, if we let ſuch wicked 
neſs goe unpuniſhed. ny 
Symphronivs was very much dif. 
pleaſed to ſee the people in ſuch a 
d.fturbance, and ro.ſee himſelf almcſt 
enforced to deliver her to the Execu- 
tioner. But caufing a filence ro be 
made, Romans, ſaid he, content your 
ſ-lves, you ſhall either ſee her die, or 
recant her blaſphemies. The Gods 
will be better ſatisfied with her Re- 
pentance, then her puniſhment, and 


fince upon better - conſideration ſhe 


may alter her reſolution, fhe ſhall be 
conveighed hence to priſon, and here 
ro morrow we ſhall expe& her final 
determination, and thence proceed el- 
ther in her favour,or toher prejudice, 
The. Propoſition pleaſed the peop!e, 
and they expreſled their approbarion 
by their Acclamations, and ſolemn 
Enge's. Whereupon Symphronime ad- 
dreſſing himſelf ro the Saint. 'We 
give you this night to conſider better 
on it, and hope your reaſon will per- 
| ſwade 


' & AGNES. _ 


ſwade you rather to accept your life 


Switch Honours and Preferments,than a' 


Death as Painful as Tgnominious, 
That ſhameful Death, replied the ho- 
lie Votary very brisklie, I prefer to 
211 thou can'ſt beſtow upon me. You. 
need nor delay your cruelties, you 
have my Anſwer, which the fear of 
Ten Thouſand Deaths ſhall never al- 
rer. She was prcceeding, when the 
Governour gave order to have her ta- 
ken away to Priſon, She went withe: 
out the leaſt repugnance, and confi-. 
dered her Prifon as rhe PreJudium to 
her Martyrdom. 

It will not be difficulr to imagine. 
now her goed Father reſented alt 
this, He was going ro ſpeak in her 
defencea Hundred times, but conſj- 
dering ir. would be only an impru- 
dence to involve himſelf in her Cala- 
mitie without any hopes of helping: 
her, he ſtood aſtoniſhed; and in the 
midſt of alt his ſorrows, aſecrer joy 
would often ſurpriſe him, to ſee hjs 
| Davghters 
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Daughters pious aſſurance \, which 
he could not chuſe but appland and 
admite, though: he knew 'it would 
rob him infalliblie of what was deareſt 
to him in the world ; his deareſt 
Agnes, 1nthis Condition he ſtood, 
when the Virgin was carried away, 
and though he was reſolved to follow 
her, he could not go a ſtep in her per- 
ſhic,and then it was when Symwphroyis 
wchanced to ſes him, who coming 
ro him ſaid'very mildly. Go, Sir, and 
petfiwade _ Daughter nor to throw 
away her Life. My Symphronius would 
be a better Companion then theStake, 
and-4 Nuptial Torch, then a Funeral 
Flame. He ſaid no more, bur im- 
 mediately left himleaſt he ſhould .an- 
ſwer unpleaſantly as indeed with rea- 
for he conld'exped no other. 

He might have ſpared himſelf the 
crouble of this admonition , and the 
Loving Fathetneeded nor much per- 
ſwaſion, to do what his Love com-' 
pelled him to; He ps came? 
ef92 ed 


St. _—_ 


ed the Young Lady to her Priſbn;and 
Iſhagld give my felfan unneceſſary 


trouble, to rell you all cheir: Holy: 


Communication. Het Mother- was: 
not leng abſent ; who being inform- 
ed of all that was paſt. ran ro the Pris 
ſon. ' | Never was ſuch dear afid ob- 
liging' Diſcourſes, {ſuch Pious Conſo- 
lations 4 fuch Aﬀettionate Tears in 
the wottd', as then: thac Priſon was 
Conlei6iis of. ' Ard: I ſhould: ever 
have d6tie,' ſhould Tint on the par- 
riculats.” [Ir ſhall therefore ſufAice'to 
ſay, that at laſt her Patents withdrew, 
to leaye her to her Devotions, which 
'tis poſſible , no other conſideration 
could have induced them to, Whar 
Pious Raptures had our Good Agnes, 
when ſhe conſidered her approaching 
Martyrdom. Ah! good God, would 
ſhe ſomtimes ſay , 'ris in vain they ex- 
ped I thould renounce my right in 
thee ; they ſhall never force me 10. 
diſclainr the Intereſt T have in rhee, 


The mote I conſider thy ncOmenes 
e 
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ble goodaeſs , the more I am-con-, 
firmed .in my holie reſolutions, tg 
Live and Dye a Chriſtian ;_ I did not 
imbrace Chriſtianitie to .deſert-- it 
ſhamefullic. No'Dear Lord.,.1will 
never ſtain my, former Life with fo. 
black an Apoſtaſie. I will not; ſweet 
Feſu, by thy gracious aſſiſtance, and: 
Fleſh and Blood » Durſt and Aſhes as 
Iam , by thy help I will carrie away 
the Vidorie from the conſpiring fury 
of Hell and Earth. Then not long 
afterin a deep Reverie would ſhe be 


almoſt rranſla ted into Glory,, and 
anticipate that; Heaven (be- was going 
w poſſeſs. - , - (dion 
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f 41d throw'ſt away thy rage ? She ſtill ts free, 
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A Soliloquie. 


Ond man __ deft with Fetters bind the Saint 
Ard keep fair Agnes in a forc'd conſtraint, 
How thou in vain expend'ſt thy craeky, 


Free as brisk Lightning from it's Mother Cloud 


Broke looſe, and freed from it's ſurrounding ſhrowd 


Fetter the ſprightly Sur ins wa i'ry Bed, 

Vhen in Heſperian Seas he bides his Head, 
And let the Morning call him up is vain, 

The fetter'd Sun will ſoon return again: 

Yhen this is done , the bleſſed Maid exchair 

the and the Sun wil both break forth again, 

ſo did the Fews her Saviour once entomb, 

[ A Virgin Grave he had, as once a Womb.) 
They ſeal'd the Stone , ph careful watches ſent, 
His moveing flight to hinder, and prevent. 


Or proſtrate felt t* adore the riſing Sun, 
Twrw Perſians withent ſuperſtition, 


The Righteous Sunbreaks forth the Watchmen 71m, c 
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She Praies , ſhe Sighs, and ſo tranſmits her Soul, 
To her dear Lord , without the leaſt comroul 
Fetter her Pious Thoughts, and Chain her Sighs, 
And ſeal that Lovely Source of Tears, her | Eies, 
wWhil'ſt ſhe can Pray in vain you crnel are, 
| Her Praiers make God her fellow Priſoner,' 
” There Cen no Priſon be while he is there, 
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Hus did the Holy Votary keep 

the Vigil to that Glorious Feſti- 
val of her Martyrdom, after the pri- 
mitive cuſtome of the Ghurch, betore 
Superſtition or Profaineſs had des» 
bauched the true Chriſtian Piery. 

Bur the Morning was at laſt come, 
and Symphyonizs at the accuſtomed 
hour ſeated on his Tribunal 5 com+« 
maded-the Priſoner to'be brought He 
had caken infinite care'to conceal from 
his Son what had paſt-theday before, 
and leic him now engaged in as. plea- 
ſant imaginations ,aseyer,,' while .his 
own ooul, God kncws, was trayers'd. 
with tae greateſt diſtractions 1magi- 

nable. 
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/, fnable. Somtimes Piety. prevailed, 
and preſented him with the. fair 1des 

, of the Chaſt Virgin, tyed:to a Stake 
{| with the Flames all about her , and 
| chen ſtarting yp on the ſuddain, ſhe 
' | muſt nor dye, would he cry out, that 
js ſo Lovly in the midſt of all her Sor- 
rows. If the Sun ſhining through a 
watry Gloud dazles our eics, what 
would he do in a-clear Heaven, and 
ar his full Meridian, While pitty 
thus wholly poſſeſſed his Soul, and 
controlled all his other Paſhons , Ju- 
ſtice began to oppoſe ir, he conſfider- 
ed her then as the Blaſphemer of rhe 
Gods, and then preſently damming 
his guilty Pitty s he reſolved to ſee 
her die or hear her recant, And then 
the next minute he looked upon her as 
his Sons Miſtreſs, in whoſe ruine he 
ſhould infallibly bury his own and his 
Son's contentmeatr z In ſuch adiſtractj= 
on as this did he aſcend the Tribunal, 
whicher the chaſt 4gnes was not long 
afrer brought. I need not tel! Joy 
PF 2; 
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her Pareiits accompani'd her, finct 
their former affeftion may make you 
yery confident of it. P DRE 14 
' She came with her former courage, 
and her Air fo lively, and ſo nobly 
confident, did very well inform the 
Judge, and all the People of her Con- 
ftancy. Her eies proclaimed her no 
Apoſtare, and a Tyrant afrer he hath 
waded through Seas of Blood, to ac- 
quire a Crown, never hug'd it with a 
greater Sarisfa&ion,, rhan ſhe did her 
Perfecutions. When SympAronins 
demanded wherher ſhe did yet repent, 
of her impieties,and would accept her 
Life upon his conditions , you would 
have admired her Chriſtian: anſwer, 
The brave Heroine ſtill avow'd her 

erſeverance in that Opinion, which 
* falſly calted Impiety , ſhe purſued 
their Gods with new Injuries, and 
after a.noble Harangue looking upon 
the Goyernour with a Chriſtian affu- 
rance. "Thou haſt my finaF anſwer, 
ccntinued the, proceed now-ro my 
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Condemnation, ' I am as guilty- as 
Chriſtianity can make me. I1 ſhall 
never accept my Life upon ſuch baſe 
Conditions , as thou propoſeſt ; I 
ſcorne to court thy favour , my God 
if he pleaſe can prote& me, and if he 
wils my Death, I will willingly and 
joyfully entertain it. Prepare thoſe 
Stakes and Faggots now , expole me 
ro the wild Beaſts, and take away my 
Life the next moment, I will not dif 
grace my Obedience with a murmur ; 

Thou canſt but make me dye, ſom- 

thing ſooner then Nature requires. 


Allthy cruefties can give me bur one 


Deaths .that'sall thy rortures can ar 


thewtmoſt amount ro. But that Deatlf 


with all it's frighttul adjundts, ſhall 
never deprive me of my bountiful Sa- 
viour , that will inſtare me in Eternal 
Lite and Glory. 

Symphronins was more confounded 
then ever, at ſo unparalleld a con- 
ſtancy , bur ſtaying ſome minutes in a 
engſpallioear » at laſt he roſe up 
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and looking upon the Saint. Sifice 
Death is a rhing you' fo much defire, 

ſaid he with a malicious laughter, you 
ſhall Live ſomthing longer. We can 
couch you in a more ſenſible part, and 
the Honour and Chaſtity you have 


vowed to preſerve, and thereupon 


difpiſed a perſon you were wholy un- 
worthy of , ſhall be a Sacrifice to the 
fury of the Gods. Is rhis the laſt ef- 
fort of thy Malice ? Anſwered the 
S1inr, and ſmil'd, do, Proſecute thy 
Defign, my God ro whom I have vow- 
ed my Chaſtity , is able to preſerve 
it, This is too weak an Engineto 
ſtorm my Faith, and though { prefer 
my Henour Ten Thouſand times to 
Life,and all thy gawdy Poſſeſſions, be 
aflured that the fear of loſing it ſhall 
never induce me to ſacrifice to a Stones 


this Honour and Virginiry., ſa 
Governour , go ſacrifice ro th 
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Ueſs Peſta, and ſo preſervebothyour 
Lite avd Honour, Become one of 
ber holy Veſtals , and dire your 
Devotion to it's rightend. If 1 for 
wy dear Saviour , replyed the Lady, 
deſpis'd thy Son, that lived and moy+ 
ed, and was informed by a reaſonable 
Soul , and endowed with all acs 
campliſhments deſirable in his age 5 
think not thy Goddeſs, as thoy call'ſt 
her, the Creature of ſome Work.. 
man , 'that neither {ces nor hears me, 
thar neither ſent's your Sacrifices, nor 
is conſ(ciaus of the Honours you do 
her, ſhall ever bring me to Apoſta- 
Ge-.. I contemn thy Gads more, than 
thee, thoſe uſeleſs, nay more, thoſe 
deſtruRive pieces of Stone , and me- 
tal: Your fooliſh Legends of rhe mi- 
ſerable Niebe , and the unfortunate 
£4# £03 (hall never fright me into an 
Opinion, as Impious as "tis Ridicy- 
lous. You:muſt needs adore a whole 
Troop of: Gods, though your:Philo- 
ſophers laugh at many Infinites- Nor 
a En — really 
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really can- Icoriceive a God of a cir« 
cumſcrib'd power, and jurisdiQion. 
Brake down their. Altars,then deface 
their Imagies, and convert their God- 
ſhips , that have'lain fallow' for fo 
many Ages, atlaſt to ſome' uſe ; go 
pave the Streets with them, you need 
not fear whata Stone can do to you, 
and you may trample on them with 
oreater ſecurity, then adore them x 
fince there's no fear they ſhould riſe 
up to revenge themſelves, bur tis 
not impoſſible , that their Images, 
may, as Nero's once did,fall down,and 
deſtroy rheir Voraries. 

The Governour and the People 
were ſo exaſperated at her ſawcy Blaſ- 
phemies , as they ſeemed :not a- 
ble to contain themſelves, they a- 
bandoned themſelves to their fury, 
which at that time they rhought was 
coo juſt , and reaſonable to be con» 
demned.. Symphronius roſe up like a 
Mad-man , and cried out with the 
oreateſt fury in the world, -Wedhall 
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ſee how your God will prote& your 
Life,and Honour, that could not 
ſave himſelf from the Croſs, And 
then without delay he commanded her 
to be ſtript of all her Cloths, and 
then to be led Naked to the common 
Bordelli , and there to be expoſed to 
the luſt of all comers. Which com- 
mand of the Tyrant was ſo readily 
obeyed, thar the Holy Agnes had no 
time to make an anſwer. The Barba- 
rous Ruftins had in a moment per- 
formed their Office , and left the Pi- 
ous Creature without -any. covering 
bur her Innocency. But her heaven- 
ly Husband did not here deſerr her, 
for her hair fell down ſo long, ſo. 
thick , and ſhady, thar not theleaſt 
part of her Body could be ſeen. The. 
People were amazed at the ſight, and 
imagined it was a trick of her Wirche- 
rie (for Chriſtians at that rime were 
commonly. branded with the name of - 
Witches and Wizards) atid notwirth- 
ſtanding ſo ſignal @.miracle RON | 
fo their 
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In what firange pleaſing Labyrinths 1 awd, ©. (' 


_ their Villanies. But be pleaſed: Lo! 
gies to: cohfider the chal Viegin i 
this condititon. * F3-T6 


A Soliloquie, 


wy that wh Albi ry4ſes Pl inſure, ; | 

The eaptive Hearrs of thoſe ennmour'd ave 
That with their gletious hopes yur Slaves retain, 
They're Priſoners fil though 1 mad golden Chain 3 
 Hither pour eies covert, and here deſory 
The nat'ral uſe of your fair Tapeftry. 


| | Tnwainthey dll her Ornaments removu/d;. 


That but comcenl'd hey Beanty, not improv'd. 

If throwgh the Clond ſhe Aid ſuch light 1mpare 
That nevev piere'd the Shin, yet piert'd the Heart ; 
Now aiſengag*d what wonder will ſhe be > © © 
Her Charmes no lorgey Can kdreit degree. Fa 

So ſtand the bleſſed Vi irgins force the Throne , | 

Of the Thrice bleſſed ever Three and Ow... 

They can't the haly Saint by force anbreſs, 

She ſtill preſerves ber Vaſt of Righteeuſutſes, 
Cloth'd withont Clothes , und naked withont fhawe, 


OE 


SF 


—_——— 


CQO ACNE 
She @ good Herench might jufily ſeem, 

ho &re wanld ſuch as Adinaite condemn ? 
A Lovely Pemtent ſhe needs muſt be, 

Cloth'd im her Haiy-clath auzd her P ety, 
Thms ſhe retrives the Golden Age, and is 

A ſecond Eve, though ont uf Paradiſe. 

Ss Agnes ſtayds as Eve i» Edom then, 
Here's Serpents too, but ah | there's no ſuch men, 


Hus was the fair Agnes led along 
towards the place of diſhonour. 
Whilſt the People, even the moſt 
zealous amongthem , that is the moſt 
ſavage and impions could not chuſe 
but commiſerate her condition. The 
Roman Ladies, though they were as 
oreat Sticklers for their Paganiſm , as 
their Husbands, rag'd and condemn'd 
the Governour. TheyblJuſh'd ro ſee 
one of their own Sex thus expoſed ta 
the ſight and laughter ofall the world, 
and though they condemned her blaf- 
phemies , they could not think, thar 
ſhe deſerved ſo cruel a a4» 
low- 
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. ple to depart, or hide their eies from 
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The Life of 
However they ſaid it was infinirly un- 
juſt to punish the whole Sex, for the 
fault of a fingle Perſon; and after 
theſe conſiderations what lamentati- 
ons, what diſtrations were amongſt 
them ? Nay thoſe rhar were the moſt 
prudent and ſtay'd Perſons, could 
not moderate their Paſſions in ſo 
ſtrange reencounter. 

Thus did the Ladies expreſs their 
ſentiments of their Husbands cruelty, 
but the poor Agnes was not the better 
for them. The ſavage Ruffins led 
her along for all the cries of the Di- 
ſtrated Matrons , though common 
modeſty , and that reſpe& her brave 
deporrment had ſtrook into them, had 
made rhe more civil part of the Peo- 


ſo uncommon and unbeſeeming a Spe- 


. And now at laſtour chaſt Votary 
was brought into the Bordelli. She 
blushed, ſhe trembled ar the fight of 
Ir , but after ſome minutes aſtonish- 
| 7 ene, 


ment. *'Tis for thy ſake , my dear 
Lord , ſhecried our, tharlT enter in- 
to this place of pollution , preſerve 
thou my Chaſtity , rhon that mak'ſ|t 
the Sun ſhine on a Dunghill withour 
defiling ir,ler not my Virtue contra& 
a ſtain from this place and be pleaſed 
to keep me chaſt, where hitherto 
there was nothing bur abomination. 
She would have proceeded had nor 
the rabble diſturbed her by their out- 
cry. She was then led into her Cham. 
ber , which was formerly dedicated 
:0 uncleaneſs, bur her very preſence 
1andified the place, The Sun can 
make day in Green-land afrer the 


nighr hath continued for Six Months | 


together, and our Saint can transfund 
a Sanctity intoa Bawdy Houſe, where 
virtue was never. thoughr of. . Who 
would not wonder.to ſee one on his 
Knees there to any thing bur his Mi- 
ſtreſs? To hear Praiers inſtead of 
Oaths, and inſtead of a Damn, a 
Lord deliver me. a. 
$0- 
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A Soliloquie. 

V Hat ds 1 ſee ! chaſt Aones i a Stew ? 

No, I miſtake. 1t i not, can't be true. 
Though Stars deſert their Sphears when guided thency 
By ſome extravagant Intelligence, 
And the bright Erran Sol diſert his Line, 
And won't himſelf mithin his bounds confine, 
i Saint Agnes ſtill muſt be 
33 Not chaſt , but chaſtity, 
| The world may leave it's order, but not (he, 

2, 
She's there I vow , what (hall 1 fix porn 

Toreconcile a C ntradition 2 
She's there, She's there her ſelf, behold that Eye 
That inflan'd Lovers, umn 4 River ly, 
which vow advanc'd to Heav'n you may ſee 
Meaſuring her Journey to Eternty, 

Behold that Lovly Ray 

She does on Heav'n diſplay, 
Could if fhe pleas'd at Midnight make & day, 


Jo 


St. AGNES. 


Iravely affar'd 'gainfl Heatn to diſpute © * 

1 theſe P'me ſure "tis ſhe , ay, ay 'tis ſhe, 

They th* Chargfteriflicks of good Agnes be, 

She fighs, ſhe weeps, ſhe prates, 
Heev'n nt're heard ſweeter laies 

From him that Low'd, and does now wear the bajes 

Strange Praying in this filthy place! Ah ! mo, 

Vhile Agnes Pays it can no move be ſo, 

T ban Night tan with it's darkeſt (bates remain 


Vhen to our world the Sun returns apain, 
The Tyrant does in vain expreſs his hate, 
The Stew's a Temple by her (onſecrate, 
| bil ethers make the houſe of Prater 
A Den of Thawves, for ſo they are, 
Stews tre made ſacred, while the Saint 15 there, 


4+ "Thus 


Vey pare and Virgin bands, that broken ſigh, 
© [rd tears more Rich then th* Indian treafurie, 
Hev Pray's as bumble aa "twas reſolute, 3 


Ka " The Life of 
T Hus did ſhe ſpend her minutes: if 
that place of wickedneſs, her Pift 
ous Soul retain'd it's native purity, 
never entertained her Lord with mort 
Devotion than at that time. Her pieryſ 
I perſwade my ſelf was natural to her, 
and like all natural Mottons moved 
ſwifteſt towards the end. Her Mar- 
tyrdom now approaching, her Devo- 
rion was more vigorous, and. the pies 
ry of all che time ſhe mighr have lived, 
had not the Tyrant rob'd 'the world 
of ſo brighra Jewel, being contracted 
into ſo ſhort atime,was infinitely aug» 
mented. She aſſaulted the Almighty 
with ſo agreeable a violence, jthat he 
ſhowed his approbation of her petitt- 
ons in a manner very miraculuos., 
While ſhe was intent upon her De- 
_ votion , caſting her eies by chance on 
one ſide ſhe eſpied hanging on the 
wall a pure white Garment , whereas 
when ſhe came in, there was none 
there, She was at firſt ſurpriſed both 
with the incomparable whiteneſs and 
pureneſs 
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bureneſs of it , and wondered how ſo 


» 9 
10rg 
1ety 


Such cleaneſs ſhould come into ſo de- 


fled a place. But immediately re- 
leting on her own Nakedneſs, ſhe _ 
icknowledged it was the goodneſs of 
her Lord , that. did nor forſake her 
in that condition. She took it, and 
putting it on, with her bright cies lifr 
ip to Heaven, Dear Lord , ſaid ſhe, 
how infinite is thy !goodneſs , it ſtill 
purſues me- Thou art pleaſed to 
luccour thy poor and unworthy Ser- 
vant ina Stews and haſt ſent thy Holy 
Angel with this Heavenly Garmentto 
cover my Nakedneſs. Lord make 
me worthy of theſe thy favours, keep 
me pureand immaculate, and tranſ- 
late me hence into that place of puri- 
tie, where no fear of Stews , nor ap- 
prehenſion of Governours, with their 
Sons may moleſt me, Where in thar. 
Virgin Quire, whereof thy bleſſed 


Morher is the chief; I nay caroll our 
thy praiſes, and in along white Robe © 


be ever happy in the contemplation 
ot thy Divine Excellence, A 
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A Soliloquie. 


\Y Hat pretious preſent does my Saviour mak 
Fit for a God to give, 4 Saint to take ? 

whiter than Snow, and what Ore ſtrikes the ſenſe, 
White as her Soul , and Virgin Innocence, 

Now let our rigid Heretichs appear, 

#ho can hate ſurpleſſes, and ſee thens here ? 

Who was the Heav'nly Artiſt, what the Loom,  ( 
That Wove the Veſt, that did the Saint become ? 
The Angels did in ſuch a dreſs appear «= 

T hoſe early | G uardians of the ſepulcher. 

Thoſe Heavenly Swans that from their Silver Throd 
Breath'd out Salvation 11 a Lovly note, 

She took the Heavenly preſtnt: trier hand, 
Brighter then Diamonias, ſparkling 6 on the Swan, - 
How many charms did inthe Veſt appear, 

And yet twas far more Heanenly, ſet on her, 
This Wedding Garment, would ſhe ſfghmg ſay; 
Hadin thy Blood it's ſpots.all waſh'd away, + 
1 am oblig*d unto their Cruelty, 

That left me Nalytn to be Clath'd by thee, 


Er 


Foal 
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Yet commer this thy Heavenly gifs ſuffice 
$ My lofty wiſhes will ſtill higher riſe. 
.f Not Heaven, nor Earth, nor all the world beſide 


Then thou art abſent, can content thy Bride, 


N Ocloth me with thy ſelf, and let me be, 


Reflefling ſtill thy Sun of Majeſty. 


et can't this preſent, Lord, unwelcome prove, 
Both 'cauſe *tis Heat nly, and it ſhews thy Love, 


$ did ſhe thankfully reſent the 
Divine Goodneſs, and expreſied 
her gratitude, And now what Cen- 
ſorious and rigid Chriſtian would nor 
conſent to the Conſecration of this 
Brothel-houſe, and make a Chriſtian 
Church of a Pagan Whore-houſe. 
While the Saint was thus employ- 
ed, the People were not engaged in 
ſo Pious an employment. They had 
not lefr the Stew , bur ſtaid artend- 
ing atthe Door, leaſt ſhe ſhould make 
an eſcape, and I conjecture roo, it 


| was-partly out of reſpe& that they 


didnorgo in too her, cill the Young 
Kio ; Sym- 
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Symphroniushad had his defires. By 
ſome of the boldeſt of them came con» 
fidently in to look upon her, and feed 
their etes with ſo unhandſome a ſight, 
But they ſtaid not long there, for out 
blefled Saviour had inveſted his Saint 
with ſo heav'nly a luſtre, that the 
fell upon their Faces and retir'd wit 
all rhe haſt and reſpe&t they could. 
Thus our bountiful Redeemer was 
pleaſed ro communicate his Heavenly 
Wardrobe, and wipe all tears from 
her eies, or if any remaind there, they 
turned into Chriſtian Jewels, while 
the Glory of her countenance illuſtra- 
red them.” As the Sun turns an in- 
comparable Jeweller , when it ſhines 
through a waterie Cloud, and makes 
every dropa-Diamanr, reſplendent in 
irs native dew. Our bold intruders 
came out again, nor ſo brisk as they 
wenr in , which gave the People a 
freſh cauſe of Admiration. They 
asked them a Hundred times what was 
the matter, but could nor receive a 
word 
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z word in anſwer 5 whereupon ſome 
bold - Ruffins among them reſolved to: 
oneI march in; and ſee if rhe Sorcereſs 
eedl ( for ſo they called her ) would. ſend 
bt f them back in theſame condition. Bur 
Our their confidenige had the ſame iſflue, 
nth for they returned, as much ſurpriſed 
EY} 2s the former, ſo that they deſiſted 
lf from ſuch Intrufions, 
dd. 'Go now , fooliſh Tyrant, purſue 
as I thy crueltie, deprive her of all her 
ly } Garments 5 her God ſhall ſupplie her; 
mf expoſe her to the luſt of all rhe world, 
Y | ſer the doors open , and invite all the 
le | Roman Gentlemen to the fruition of 2 
i- | Young and Handſome Lady, her God 
I- I ſhall fill preſerve her, and her Guar-- 
S | dian Angel defeat all thy projedts a«- 
S | gainſt her. ' Yes Tyrant, in ſpiteof 
all rhy fury the ſtill preſerves her 
Chaſtity, even in a Stew, and remains 
there a purer Virgin, then thy Veſtal 
Recluſes are in their/private Apatt- 
metfit. -/But thowalas art not now in 
a condition to hear good advice , thy 
SUL! CAres$ 
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Cares are dire&ed roa very. differenx 
end, and inſtead of freeing the Inno: 
cent Lady , thoy art now coining her 
ſome new Deſtruction. 46,eY 

- The Young Loyer that had flatter+ 
ed himfelf for ſome time with the fair 
hopes of enjoying his wiſhes, was now 
in a condition to leave his Chamber, 
and take Poſſeſſion of his Miſtreſs, as 
his Father had promis'd him he ſhould; 
He was thinking ofnothing elſe,when 
Symp hronius entered the Chamber, 
who.looking upon his Son very ear- 
neftly... Go: dear Boy, ſaid he, and 
injoy:thy Hzarr: ſhe cannor now 0p* 
poſetby wiſhes, and rhou haſt all the 
conveniences;in the world of .making 
thy felf as happy , as Agnes can make 

_ thee. The Young Man' was ſo over 
joyed at fo welcome. a Propolition, 
that he could nor find his; Fongue im- 
metharely to thank his Father, and 
ſhew-with whar;willipgneſs he would 
obey him z but after ſome time logk- 

- Ing on his Father with eics that! Jan- 

[R163 0 P guiſhed 
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x: guiſhed with defire, Igo, Str, ſaid 


w 


he , both becauſe my own Inclinati- 
ons invite me thither , and you are 
pleaſed to command me. He ſaid no 


| xr but was leaving his Chamber to 


fly ro the: Arms of his Agnes , when 
his Father ſtaid him, and looking on 
him with mote diſtraQion then be= 
fore, But you muſt enjoy her ina 
Stew then , {aid the Governour. Our 
Lover was confounded at ſo ſtrange 
an advertiſentent. Is Agnes falf then? 
Cried he out, very furiouſly ; has 
ſhe violated her Innocence? and ru- 
ined her honour ? that honour thar 
ſhe oppoſed me with for ſo long a 
rime, and that though ir hindered r my 
happineſs, I could not bur admire, 
Is the Lovly, Virtuous 4gzes, turned 
a ftrumpet, and was ſhe only a fair 
Hypocrite when ſhe ſtood moſt upon 
her Virtue? Was all her Piety but a 
perſonared peice of goodneſs? Ah! 
Sir, 'tis impoſhble for the beſt of Wo- 
men to remain innocent fora moment 
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100 © TheLife of . - 
after the Beautiful Agnes hath left her: 
Goodneſs by ſoſhameful an Apoſtaſie.; 
No, Child;you miſtake your ſelf, an 
ſwer'd theGovernour:Ay,I domiſtake 
my ſelf, replied the Lover haſtily, 'tis 
impoflible ſhe ſhould be guilty of ſuch 
a wickedneſs, Villain thar durſt ſuſpe&t 
her, and durſt believeall the world 
to her diſadvantage. Agnes Can ne- 
ver be ina Stew, till it ceaſe to be ſo, 
and it muſt firſt be made Virtuous be- 
fore Agnes can be brought to it. As 
our noble part, the Soul, is never in- 
funded , till the Maſs of matter be 
furniſhed with convenient Organs for 
it's reception. He was ſo tranſported 
- in his Harangue,that his Father could 
nor ſtop him , till he came hither ; bur 
perceiving him ſtay a little , he-ſaid. 
Your Agnes is indeed in a_Stew, but 
ſhe hath ſtill kept her honour , and 
were Luſt the only crime ſhe could 
be accuſed of, ſhe were the greateſt 
peice of Excellence in the world. 
Good, $:r, abuſe me not , replied. the 


Lover ſomthing more [mildly than 
before, 
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before, with your pleafiag Paradoxe : 
Though were thar poſſible, continu- 
ed he , you tell meof, ir would be 
poſſible to none but my dear Agnes, 
and ſhe would be the only perſon -in 
the world, thar could declame De- 
bauchery , and transfund Virtue in- 
tothe Stews. His Father ſeeing him 
now ſomthing pacified and ina ccndi- 
tion to hear him, aſſum'd the diſcourſe, 
and rold him all that had paſt z he ac. 
quainred him with her Chriſtianity, 
and what had paſt, very faithfully, 
And at laſt looking upon his.Son with 
all the fury in the world. Go revenge 
us, ſaid he, on thar fair Enemy of 
Heaven take thy farisfation, Fruition 
is theſame all the world over, whe- . 
ther in a Stew, or private Apatt= 
ment, Stand not now upon your 
Pundiilio's of Honour : 1 conjure you 


toit by your duty, by that Piety you - 


owe the Gods, and the fatisfation 
you owe your ſelf , and me. Ir would 
be impoſſible for me, ſully ro deſcribe 
our. 
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our Lover's confuſion. He grew 
pale , and red again , he tremb- 
led, and When he endeavoured t9 
ſpeak , he falrer'd, and his Tongue 
could nor then ſerve him , with that 
Office he requir'd of ir. His Fathet 
made uſe of his ſilence, and preſſed 
him ſo vehemently ro a thing , that 
were it not for ſome unhandſome cir- 
cumſtances , he defir'd above any 
thing in the world, that at laſt his 
reaſon retir'd, and his Paſſion hurried 
him on to the performance of ir. How 
did his Father then imbrace and ca- 
reſs him, and forthwith ſent him out 
to the the accompliſhment of what he 

ſo much deſir'd. 
 _ The Young Man no longer made 
any ſcruple to obey him, but enter'd 
intothe Stew , as he would into that 
Flizium their Religion told them of. 
He entered indeed , for nothing now 
could ftop him , bur with the ſame 
ſucceſs as that Roman Emperour, the 
Noble Fulizs , did into the Senate, 
; | 0 
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to be ruined in that place, where he 
expeRed the crowning of his wiſhes. 
He was no ſooner in the Chamber, 
but ſeeing his beloved Agnes, (he 
could not poſhbly miſtake her, thar 
carried her Beautiful Zdea in his Heart 
continually, ) he ſpied her Heavenly 
Veſtment, and her ſurrounding Glo» 
ry ; he was ſurpriſed at this ; bur 
he reaſſum'd his courage, and ad- 
vanced towards his Miſtres, and his 
Deſtrution. Forthe Devil by the 
Permiſſion of the Almighty, ſtrangled 
him. The Holy Maid was extream- 
ly rroubledar it, bur conſidering all 
this was done for the preſervation of 
her Chaſtiry , ſhe bleſſed her Saviour 
for his wonderful afliſtance , and 
could not but admire his infinite 
Power and Goodneſs, that made e-. 
ven the Devil deſtroy their common 


Enemies. 
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Oo fatal Love how cruel art thou grown ?. 
Hate ere yet made a life Deſiruftion. 
He's dead , bis life , his hopes are fled away, 
While he poor Soul, dream'd of ſome other fray, ; 
Like Princes ftab'd o'th* Coronation day, | 

He came to find a Miſtreſs , and there be 

Lalld into ſome ſweet felicity. 

How his hard fate oppos'd his ſweet intent, 
For a narm Miſtreſs , a cold Monument. 

Flot Devils muſt careſs our Paramonr. 

Hot as tns luſt, nor then his flames more pure. 

iTis luſt could ne're with the Chaſh Saint agree, 

As Heaven and Hell have their Antipathy, 

How ſafely may the Saint her foes deſpiſe, 

The Devil himſelf d:Riroys ber Enemies, 

Lu$t, and Devil, do the Saint ſurround, 

Encles'd, her goodneſs does the more abound, 


Incompas'd with a Stew ſhe ChaSter is, 
Chriſtians have their Antiperiftaſss, 
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'F He Lady continuedin her Devoti- 
on, and the People out of reſpet 
to the Young Symphronins ceaſed 
their Incivilities , and ſeeing him ſtay 
ſomthing long. within , imagined he 
was about his pleaſures , and there- 
fore entered nor infor a conſiderable 
time, Bur ar laſt ſeeing he came not 
out, ſuſpecting by the ſucceſs of the 
former Intruders, that the fair Witch 
(for they could not allow any berrer 
Title): mighr have kil'd him, they 
ruſh'd in, and found the poor Lover 
cold and pale upon the Ground, and 
immediately cried out, the Sorcereſs 
hath kil'd the,Son of the Governour : 
they all purſued to the Stake with 
her, to revenge the Gods and the 
Governour. , 
This lamentable news preſently ar- 
rived at the Governours ears, who 
half Diſtracted at ir , run furiouſly to 
the Stew, andapproaching the Holy 
Agnes , Dam'd Sorcereſs , cried he 
out, -why ſhouldſt thou deſtioy a Per- 
| ſon, 
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{5n,whoſe only fault was his too well 
loving thee? Is this your Chriſtian 
Conſcience? And could his Aﬀecti- 
on render him ſo great a Criminel ? 
Ah ! cruel, ungrateful Woman ! He 
was going on, when the good Lady 
extreamly 1flicged roo hear her Inno- 
cence abus'd ſo, No Sr, ſhe cried 
out,and interrupted him. I didnor kill 
your Son , bur thar Maſter he ſerv'd, 
the Devil z Blaſt not my Innocence, 
bur imputce the Death of your Sym- 
 phronims ro him, that was the cauſe of 
it. No, cruel one, ſaid he, impatiente 
ly , thy Sorceries have produc'd ir, 
androb'd me of the greateſt comfort I 
had in the world. But why,for Hea- 
vens fake, did'ſt thou ſpare the reſt 
thar came into the Chamber to thee, 
and only deſtine my paor Boy to ſo 
ſevere a Puniſhment ? The reft, faid 
the Lady, came-not upon ſo bad a 
Deſignas thy Son did, and the juſt - 
God would ſeperate the guitly from 
the Innocent, Thou lyeſt, ſaid the 
enrag'd 
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entag'd Father, He was nor guilty, 
he was Good and Innocent, and thou” 
art the only Criminel, or if thou wilr 
Clear thy Innnocence, and ſhew whar 
thy Godcan do, of whoſe power you 
talke of fo much , give me my Son a- 
liveagain, and I will pronaunce rhee 
ovilcleſs, Chriſtians talk much of 
Mercy and Compaſſion, ſhew us now 
a Proof of it, and ſuccour the moſt 
miſerable Father that ever breath'd. 

Though your Infidelity deſerve it 
not , anſwer'd the Holy Saint, yer, to 
ſhew the power and mercy of my dear 
Saviour , I will beg his Life, and 
doubr not but my Praiers ſhall re- 
tore him. But think not Governour 
of Rowe,thatI do rhis ro oblige thee to 
reſcue me. No, my Piety ſhall not be 
ſo mercinary. It rroubles me that that 
faral Love, which your Son concetv= 
ed for me, ſhould render him guilty 
of ſuch a Vilanie , and then deliver - 
him up to be ſtrangled by the hands 


of the Devil , and though I did not 
__ willingly 
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willingy produce that guilty Flame, 


and though I cauſed it, was the In- 


nocent cauſe of it, yet I would have 
procured him his Libertie by any 0- 
ther means then leaving my blefled 
Saviour , and violating my moſt fa- 
cred Vow ofa perpetual Virginitie, I 
will therefore humblie intreat my 
bountiful and Almightie Lord to re- 
tore him ro his Life again , and that 
antient tranquilitie he enjoyed , be- 
tore my unhappie eites had deſtroy - 
edit. 

The Governour hereupon imme- 
diatcly retird, and left the Sainr to 
her Praiers. Ir would -be impoſſi- 
ble for me to expreſs her Pious Orail- 
{fons, her Almightie Tears and Sighs, 
thar could extort what ſhe defir'd 
from her bleſſed Jeſus. The Primi- 
tive method of Chriſtian Devotion 
was then Vigorous, and Regular, and 
nor capable to be defir'd by us that 
livein ſo prophane a Generation. Her 
Prajers were not long, they were con- 
tracted, 
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tra&ed, and therefore the more ſtrong 
apd valid; A Period was included ina 
Word, anda whole Diſcourſe inclosd 
ina Period. Such powerful Peritions 
could not be long in preducing their 
effeRs ; as really they were nor, for 
theYoung Gentleman preſently aroſe, 
and/ ro prove thar the Heathen only 
had died, and the Old Man been 
Buried in him, he Roſeup toa Chrie 
ſtian, and running out into the Street, 
where his Father expedted what the 
Ladies Praiers could effet, he cried 
out with a loud voice there is only 
one God, and that Godis the God of 
the Chriſtians. 
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O raid) Andby his M;ſtriſs tos alone IN 
This 1s a double Re(upreflion, x4: 
She from whoſe hand, he could receive his death, 
without a Sigh, and Smile, away bis breath , 
Does bountifully life and health conferre, 

Now doubly wellcome *canſe they © ame from her, 
From her (weet lips life doth new charms derive, 
And makes our happy Lover more then live, 
He lives , and does 4 Chriſtian become, 

Boys in the Grave, regenerate in the Tomb. 
Say Chriftians what a ſweet divorce was this, 
How Lovly ſuth a Separation is ' 

He ay'd,, but only dy dts live again, 

As he's regenerate that's a Chriſtian, 

So after a debauch Pre often ſeen, 

When ſence and reaſon both were put out clean, 
A gentle ſlumber lock the heavy eies, 

Ad ſteal upon the Soul by ſoft ſurpriſe, 

But whes theſe pleaſing ſlumbers go again, 

Then from the Beaſt there viſes up a man : 


Ab 


VE WGNES. 
Ah | happy Soul 'twas worth the dying fo, 

By Death to bamſh Death, and wy by wo, 
hile from Eternal pains, ſhort pains retrive, 
And dying onee thou doſt for ener live. | 
Baptis'd in Death, turn'd Chriſtian in the Grave, 
What need be fear, that Death it ſelf can ſave, 


Prone Martyr , thou for all his out- 
rages and violence which his ex- 
travagant Love made him commir, 
doſt graciouſly pardon him , and by 
thy holy Praiers, freeſt him from that 
Death he had endured , and deſery- 
ed, togive him the hopes ct Eternal 
Lite and Glory, in making him com- 
mence a Chriſtian. How Divine is 
this Ae of thine gracious Lady , how 
well doſt thou Imitate thy God in 
this? That oftentimes denies us whar 
we deſire , when we beg thoſe things 
thar may hurt us , and gives us what 
his infinite Wiſedom knows moſt 
convenient. Thou would'ft nor grant 
him , what his immoderate affeRion 

| made 
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= him defire ; thou woul'ft not 
ceaſe to be what thou waſt, but mad'ſt 
thy Lover like thy ſelf, a-Chriſti in, 
and mad'ft him approve of thy bleſied, 
| Choice, and Love thy# deareſt L ordy 
almoſt as ardenily as thy (clf. Pe 
The People were diltragted, at bl 
ftrange an incounter. The Prieſts, ; 

being the. moſt concern'd Perſons, 
- werethe firſt that demanded Sr. 4g- 
mes, and cried out, that her Jorveties 
and Blaſphemies could no other way 
be expiated burby Flames , and then 
threatned them with the fury of the 
Gods ; if ſuch offences were lefr un- 
puniſh'd. The giddy Rabble ſecon- 

5d their zealous Prieſts, andall the 
City, almoſt- urg'd rhe neceſſity of 
puniſhing Sr. Agnes. The Gover- 
nour being now frighted by ſo many 
Signal Miracles , did all he could ro 
rettive het'from thoſe dangers he had 
engap'd her in',- bur all was to no 
purpoſe. He could nor reſiſt the fu- 
ry of an incens'd Rabble, 'So thar'” 
ſeeing 


= oy "W |. perfc wn his promiſe ; which 


q IT. 97 Jt a Ie 
Ns « . i $4, h v A > : 
p By i Q fi | k * & Rog l & | : LI. 
4 4 þ h $=. 7 
P12 L "WW - - as 4 wy 12 d } 
55 as 


his Gol fence to reſcue hers... 


th | f% Agnes never mens 
e fill remembred ; he * 
HOLT | -and committed 
+ Hie'management;al the- buiſneſs to his 
LS biticots one Aſpaſizs , thar neither - : 
; Was willing to ſaverhe Saint, as\be-, _.. 
_ inga a notable Zealot for their-ſuperſtis . 
tion, and nofriend to.the Chriſtians, 
and had he defir'd it the moſt inthe 
world , che durſt nozkave reſiſted the; ' wy 3 
- multitade: Where tie immediate." wal 
ly conſented to her puniſhment with. |] 
out repugnance , and formally: cabs 9, "1 : 
demn d.her.to = burn. | % 


She « pre 4s ſprightly Seraphs that dg yitova 
Ne other Flanues , but thaſe pure Flanity' if Tonk, + 
Flanus of the Lave Divine, that with pexfunce = 
Only guild on' 8 their objetl, not conſunst. \ 

#hy ſhould you needleſs trouble thin pur ſme 2 
|; The Saint ber ſelf would finiſh, what you do. 

| ; Her Nrvent Zeal, and Leve might well ſuffice] 
-Þ Along 1 ta wake her Love s (peet Saorifice. | 
If in your Flames ſhe maſt her breath expire; 
Tonr Cruelty will but: afnance her bigher,. | 
She'Lfaate the. Heavens. 1 a Coach of Fise, 
Brighter in Flames, ourbliſſud Martyr is 
Then Czſars mmtheir Apotheoſic. 

Hew Soul without an Eagle climbs the Shi, 


| | Keeping her heavnly Qparry in ber eyes 
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, *A 'nerfe the wad Rabblle, and their 


adde#Governour. They are not 
1s: ure o hear any thivg in the fa- 


Sr. 4gncs. - The buiſy Prieſts 
their Gods ſafe at their Altars , till 
the was difparched out of the world. 
The People apprehended ſtrange 
Judgments, i ſuch unheard of Blaſs 
phemies ſhould go unpuniſh'd, So 
that the conſpiring fury af Prieſts and 
People, hurried our holy Votary 6 
the place of Execution 3 Be pleaſed 


to confider her Noble Conſtancy, 


the comes , her eies ſhine brighter 
then thoſe Flames that are provided 
for her puniſhment, and her Heart 
burns, with a noble ardor ; but al 
theſe charms cannot prevail with rhe 
cruel Villians, to remit her puniſh- 
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think fiot themſelves ſecure , nar 


ment: they perſiſt in their cruelty ,. as "” W || 
miich-as. ſhe does in her Devorion,”  M 
and here-ir was thar the gain'd-a noble 
Vidory, and kept ber Chriſtiapiy 
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with as much conſtancy as they. op- ' 
. 'poſed it : She was now- brought fo 
the Srake, and-the Faggots placed 

. tound about her , but all Fould-nar 
— rempr nor terrify rhis Hefoick Martyr 
\, of Chriſt Fe/as', ſhelifr up het hands 
Her eies towards Heaven , where her 
Heatr had' reſted more then in her 
Body many Years before, - I come 
ſweet Jeſu the cried out 3. receive thy 
Martyr into Glory 3 while: ſhe was 
ſaying this, the People ro ſtop her 
'Mouth pur Fire to tlie Faggots which 
immediately were all in a Flame 3 bur 
the Pious” Agnes (till continued her 
Devotions ;/'all rhe crackling. of the 
Flames and' 0ut-cries of the People, 

- could not diſtract her. Soi perſwade 
my ſelf in that dreadfal day of. Judge 
ment, thy Good Ele&: ſweet  Re- 
deemer , will -tervenly . Pray unto 
'.. thee, whileall the World is on Fire 
,abour their: ears, and the miſerable 

_ Reprobates make the moſt woeful la- 
mearations , thar* their. diſpair and 
$2370 £1 Anguiſh 
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ence can ſuggeſt them. '' The Pious 
Agnes ſtill - praied and fighed and. re. 


commented her Soul co Heaven, bug, 


her merciful Lord, freed her from 
the violence of the Fire, How were 
the Flames then divided and only 
warned the Saint , and then deparr- 


ed, and what needa Ghriſtian, one 


that deſerve that, Glorious Title, fear 
and tremble when the Waters and 
Seas retired at the Praiers of a Moſes, 


and the Fire at the Praiers of the 


Three Children , and St. Ages. 
While ſhe thus continued her fervent 
Ejaculations, the Flames were quite 
extinguiſhed, and nar one ſpark 
could be found in the Aſhes. 
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and the worm. of Conſti- 
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Ha ails this charming ith: ys Fi ] 
' Whence do the frightedF lanes in boft vithet 
No Clkd have from theirtombs di feloi'd a fower 
T hat might retard their Force, or quell their power 
*T is ſo, the greater Flame or ecome the leſs, 

T he Sun our weakey Fire extinguiſhes. 

Thy ferwent Zeal, fair Sain's too great and bigh, 

T o ſilffer any Fire to burn that's mgh, 

The covifcions Flamies firſt ſaw, then fled away, 

She Aeftin'd was to purer Flames they they, 

Bleſt Saint in this you more vittorious are, 

Then thoſe, that fo before protefied were, 

T he firft did wth their Shins but gently play, ; 

It kiſs dtliews on, and never fled away 

Thoſe gentle Flames, "tis true ne're burwd the three, 
Th y Cxv1il ones, nor bury'd nor ſtaid with thee. 
Before Chat Agnes the ſwift heats retire, 

She that ne're burs'd with Luſt, may dave the Fire, 
If mentury Cruel thou kmowſt where to fly, 

Flames mill indulge that ſafety they deny. 
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2 T id now the Fire vitytdles extitt- 
£ Kpuilh'd ,” and the Saint ſftaod 
. ng "der: midſt of it's Aſhes, like 
fonte brave' Heroe, that ſtands en- 
compas'd by thoſe Carkaffes , that 
his Viorious Arm hath made ſo. 
The People were fo aſtonith'd at 
fo manifeſt a miracle , thar they ſtood 
filent fora long rime, and had, I be=- 
lieve, ſcarce ever purfu'd their cruel= 
ties, had nor the batbarous Prieſts 
impured this miracle to her Sorceries, . 
The Governour A/paſigs ſeem'd to 
favour their Opinion, and the fool-. 
ih Vulgat as they are eafily perſwaded 
into any thing, embraced it , and 
ſuffer'd themſelves to be abus'dinto 
an Errour as Ridiculons, as Damna- 
ble. Holy Agnes what were thy ſen- 
timents of their cruelty ? How didft 
thou entetrain rhoſe Scandals? And 
with what parience conldſt thou: hear 
thy pureſt Innqcence fo ſtain'd and 
blaſted 3 My Lord, thon cridſt out in | 
the midſt of the Multitade , Where 
rhou 
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thou then waſt , with what eaſe dj - 
Pleaſure do I follow thy holy Exam 
ple? They call 'd thee Belzebnb, anc 
accuſe me fora Sorcereſs:thouknowſi 
my Innocence, thou my Maſter , to 
whom I muſt ſtand or fall. Ican de- 
ſpiſe the living imputations-of mali- 
cioys men , when I ſuffer for. thy 
ſake, and nothing can he diſagreea- 
ble ro me, that ſodear a hand as thine 
is pleaſed tolay upon me... | 

Since their firſt effort of crueltie 
had fail'd the Villains , they reſolved 
ro make uſe of another, and after 
ſome deliberations fix'd upon behead- 
ing. The Propoſition was approv'd 
of rhe People, and without any lon= 
ger delay they led our holy Martyr 
to the Scaffold. Arlaſt, brave Chri- 
Ttian, haye I brought theeto the place 
of Martyrdom, whence thy Pious 
Soul mult fly into the Boſome of thy 
 Siviour. Afſpaſius made uſe of the 
Peoples Pjous Fury , and leaſt their 
minds ſhould alter, commanded the 
Lxecu- 


$8 


offi, who afrer the Saint had re-, ; - 

196:d&d her Soul cothe Almigh- 

- Hce again (ſo good adeed could 

nor be itexated toofren by ſo good a 

Perſon) and laid down her fair Neck 

bn the Block , with as much tranqui- 

lity, as ſhe us'd to do on her Pillow, 

afrer ſhe had ſpent the greateſt parc 

of the night in her,private Devotions, 

he gave the fatal blow, and ſever'd . 

her Head from her Body. A 
Fhus fell that conſtant Martyr of 

Chriſt Jeſus, the bleſſed St. Agnes, 

nox yet fully arriv'd to the Thirteenth 

Year of her Age. You may juſtly 

now admire her admirable conſtancy 

art thoſe Yearss But ſhe good Lady 

had prevented her Age, and become 

a perfect Woman , and moſt conſum- 

mate Saint and Martyr , before other 

Ladies as Old as ſhe then was, give 

themſelves the rrouble of one ſerious 

thought , or an hour of regular Devo- 

tion. HerConſtancy her Cons 

: ut 
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bar Kove = = Devotion N ant att c #, 
aſd of er Chriſtian Virruwu 
| ſoadmirable, and ſhone wirh {6 boo 
| 2 luſtre, thar it would feem almoſt 25+ 
| Ridiculous in me to ſhew rem di- 
ſtin&ly , as to poinr out the Sun at” 
Noon, or the Moon at Midnight. 


He ſhe from Torture Hoes to Torture go, 

; And what the flames could not rhe ſword Ap do. 
3 | In wvainthe Pions Flames ſuch muldneſs us'd 

[ The Sword will give that Death, that they refugd + 

| Sce how her. Purple drops came trickling down, 

| | T hoſe Stars that muſt adorx the Martyrs Crown, 

| thy ſbonld the Blood along her Neck appear, 

| Nature, alas deſign'd no Purple there, 

5 Natnre from G race how much you diſagree ? 

| What that eftcems a Grace yon Vilifie, 

b: From her wide Wound a Thouſand Beauties flow, 

| That pleaſe the Heav' ns, and all but us below, 

Bad Jrdpes ſure) that mere diſcovered 

| A charws in ought, but what was white and red. 

' Thus 40 the Ladies handſome ſtill appear, 

; egoler ang Lilles allour Beamies ate, She 
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He ein the 300'* Year effort ' \F}, 
harrEdebrares her Feſtival opoii 
he ady of Marryrdom , which is rhe 
Twenty Friſt day of Fanuery. 

And now to make this Hiſtory 
became of the Govetnour's Son, rhat 
was now very happily cur'd of his 
Paſſion, by the Praiers of rhe good 
Martyr , his dear Miſtreſs, Bur re- 
ally there is ſo little to be found a- 
mongft Authors , that'I judged it 
berter toomitir, then to bring any 
conjeRures of my own , without any. 
grounds for them in St Ap»br/?, &c: 
But it ſ@ems to be more then probable, 
that he lived a very good Chriſtian 
everafrer , and when he could not ſee 
his dear- Agnes any longer, (for ſhe 
was now without queſtion more 
Lovely to him then before, ſince he 
muſt reeds eſteem thoſe Chriſtian Vir- 
rues before any of thoſe ayes, <2" 

, ments, he had before fo much_ad+ | 
mir'd 
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had injurouſly rerm'd chem 


- when I ſay he could not enji er. \NO- 


ly Company , he ſtill preſerved. he 
Memory very tenderly, and did. ſtill 
Imitate her Chriſtian Virtues., Wile 
would open him an infallibe. Paſſage 
to our falr Martyr. 

T here is ſomthing more of certain- 
ty concerning her good Parents : they 
buried her pure and Chaſt Body in Yia 
Numentana not far from Rome, where 


. they commonly , .according to rhe 


Primitive cuſtome, came to perform 
their Devorions and lament the loſs 


of their holy Daughter. One might 


eaſily pardon them without doubt for 
ſo juit a-ſforrow, and he muſt needs 
be inſenſible that was nor infinitely 
aſticted ar ſo. vaſt aloſs as this, Bur 
our holy Sainto comfort her diſtreſ- 
ſed Parents, was pleaſed to appear 
to them at her own Tomb, accompa- 
nied wigh a Glorious Troop of blefled 
Virgins alliawhite, and defire them 
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efled All the cruelry, 
continued ſhe, that they us'd againft 
me, hath curned extreamly to my ad- 
' vantage, and that Death chat extru- 
ded me out of the World, hath ſear- 
ed meina Place of Glory ; where if 
any thing could moleſt and affli& me, 
and Heaven could admit of any yexa- 
tion , be afſurd your forows would 
effe& it. And really I know nor 
what can be the Subject of all your 
Tears and Sighs, and your Greif thar 
isthe cauſe of both , your Agnes ſtill 
lives, and lives moſt Glorious in the 
Holy Company of theſe gerxd Virgins, 
and in the ſervice of vitr common 
Maſter the Holy Feſw, What Parefir 
. would thed his unſeaſonable Tears ar 
his Sons advancement” ro a Throne, 
or if he needs muſt weep would fhed 
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| the. Ce/ars ever had , and, 


all the Livia's and Meſulis. I in the 
World ; and might more juſtly -ſeery 
Cif there be any Juſtice in anything 
thar ts vicious) an Object of your 
Knvie , then your Lamentations. Fa 
Chriſt's ſake, therefore give over youl 
-more then unneceſſary ſorrows : weep 
not for 4gxes, but beſtow your Tear: 
on. a fitter Subject, and waſh away 
your Impieties that make our Saviolurs 
Wounds deeper-then the Jews did 
make them, 1am happy, and thoie 
geod drops of Chriſtian Penirence 
wilt make you ſo , and ſecurely bring 
| yy to the Beatifick Viſton of our 

eavenly Redeemer. The Saint faid 
thus and then, immediatly vanigh'd as 
way, and her Friends returned home, 
full of unſpeakable conſolation» And 
hence our Holy Morher the :Chureh 


bajh ordered the ſecond Feſtival; Ra 


be k 


Ter Parents. , 
"Himmadire inſert the Lifeof her 
£ 'OC da Slfter Siſter ; St. Emerentianaz | 
that was Martyr'd at the Tomb of . 
| St. Agnes, with the miraculous cure 
' and converſion of C onſlantina, Wheree« 
upon ſhe buile a Temple in the place, 
where the Chaſt Body lay , bur itbe« 
Ing my purpoſe only to bring the Lady 
to her Glorious Martyrdom. [ ſhall 
refer you to the Aughors, of the Lives 
of the Saints, and conclude this Hiſto. 
Ty witha Praier ro Almighty God of 
his Infinite Goodneſs to give us his. 
Heavenly Graces, that we may Imitate 
the Holy Life and Conſtant Death 
of his Bleſſed Martyr Saint 4gyes, 
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